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commence hestilities for the supposed wrong, 
she would find in the citizens of Western New 
York the same blood asin 1812; she would find 
men who were neither to be bought by British gold, 
nor by British influence, and only to be bought by 
their love of country. He fer one bad no fears 
that this nation would ever crouch to the Brit'sh 
lion. She would calmly and dispassionately- exe- 
cute the laws of her several States, and it need not 
be feared that either this Government or the States 
would ever quail. 

Mr. G. then renewed the call for the previous 
question, which was seconded by the House. 

The question then being put on the motion to re- 
fer, was decided in the affirmative. So the mes- 
sage, with the documents, were. referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, asked that that committee be discharged 
from the future cousideration of the petition ef 
William Glover, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions; which was accord- 
ingly done. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill to make new provisions 
respecting Navy pensions, and to repeal certain 
acts relating to Navy pensions; which was twice 
read and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he was directed by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs to ask that this bill 
be made the special order for Monday, the 11th 
instant. After some remarks by Mr. FILL- 
MORE, showing that it was at all times in order to 
go;into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
Union, Mr. ANpDERson withdrew his request for a 
special order. 

Mr. SHEPARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, moved to discharge that committee from 
the petition of the heirs of F. W. Smith, and to re- 
fer it to the Committee on Revolutionary Clai.ns; 
which was ordered by the House. 

Mr. FINE, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affaits, made a detailed report on the case of John 
Morgan, a case of French spoliation pror to 1800. 
The report was committed to the Commitice of 
the Whole House on the bill relating to French 
spoliations. 

Mr. PICKENS said he was instructed by the 
Commitiee on Foreign Affairs to move that the 
House to-day at 2 o’clock go into Committee of the 
Whole on the siate of the Union on sundry bills 
reported by that commiitee; 

A bill to regulate the allowance for extra ser- 
vices rendered by Secretaries of Legation and 
Consuls; 

A bill to refund certain duties in the caze of the 
French ship Alexandre; and 
ss bill concerning tonnage duty on Spanish ves- 
sels. 

The motion of Mr. Pickens was disagreed to. 

Mr. HAWES, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the case of Basil Spalding; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. EDWARD DAVIES, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Jabez Collins: twice read, and committed. 

Mr. HAND, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of John Porter; which was 
twice read, and committed. 

Mr. H. also made an adverse report on the case 
of Sarah Graves; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PECK, from the same commitiee, made an 
adverse report on the case of Rineholdt Trougott; 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. PECK, the Committee 01 Re- 
volutionary Pensions was discharged from the in- 
quiry as to an extension of the pension act of 7th 
July, 1838, for the benefit of widows to another 
period of five year; and, also, to an extension of 
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the actof 7th June, 1832,to those who served at 
any time previous to Wayne’s treaty; and it was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole to 
which bills upon the same subject are committed. 

Mr. STRONG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, moved that the said committee be 
discharged from the cases of Hannah Sturtevant 
and John Conking; which was agreed to. 

Mr. S. reported adversely on the cases of Ri- 
chard Perry, Anna Swinerton, Daniel W. Church, 
and James S. Hall: laid on the table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
reported— 

A bill for the relief of Catharine Allen; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Dewey; 

A bill for the relief of Huldah Farlow, and 

A bill for the relief of Ellen Turney; 
which were read a first and second time, and 
committed. 

Mr. DOAN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported— 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Collins; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Wilson; 

Which were twice read, and committed. 

Mr. DOAN also reported adversely on the cases 
of John Vanslyck, Patrick O’Ferrall, Ebenezer 
Pierce, and Robert Whittel: laid on the table. 

Mr. PALEN, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of David A. Baldwin; which 
was twice read, and commitied. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the same commitiee, 
reported 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Jackson; 

A bill for the relief of Emanuel Shrope; and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Rhea; 
which were read a first and second time, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. C. also reporied adversely on the cases of 
Samuel Neely and Francis Griffith; laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, the Com- 
mittee on the Library was discharged from the re- 
solution directing an inquiry into the propriety of 
furnishing printed documents, the Register of De- 
bates, and all other publications by erder of Con- 
gress, to State Legislatures. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, from a select com- 
mittee, reported a bill forthe relief of David W. 
Haley; wastwice read, and commilied. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Commitiee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the cases of George 
Gale, Raymond A. Henderson, R. C. Langdon, 
and James Maguire. 

Mr. R. also reperted, without amendment, the 
bills fiom the Senate for the relief of Jacob Seeley 
and of William P. Rathbone; those bills were then 
severally committed. 

Mr. R. also reported 

A bill for the relief of Lieut. John L. Cline; 

A bli for the relief of the legal reprrsentatives of 
James Maglener; 

A bill for the relief of William Bailey, sarvivor 
of Bailey and DeLord; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William D. Cheever. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. G. also reported adversely on the cases of 
Charles Howe, Benjamin Reynolds, E. F. Gilbert, 
and John P. Baldwin; laid on the table. 

Mr. G. also reported adversely on the cases of 
John Trafion, John G. Perkins, James Perkins, 
and Joseph Perkins; Henry Holbrook, Samuel T. 
Anderson, Joshua Hillyard, Elijah S. Belt, James 
Frazier, David Bartlett, Samuel Holgate, Joseph 
S. Thomas and Landoa C. Peters, Sylvester 
Churchill, and Charles M. Hillyard; which were 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of New Yerk, from the Commitiee 
on Revolationary Claims, reported adversely on the 
cases of the representatives of James Parvis, Re- 
becca Brown, and John Henry. Laid on the table. 





Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee, 
reported adversely on the case of Hannah Ruble. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the same committee, re- 
ported adversely on the cases of Susan Underwood, 
P. Kinsolving, Stephen and Richard Livingston, 
and Samuel Jones. Laid on the table, 

Mr. R. also reported a bill for the rehef of the 
legal representatives of Captain § David Noble; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. DELLET, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill to relinguish to Wil- 
liam Waller the interest of the United States ina 
certain tract of land therein named. Twice read, 
and committed. 

Mr. D. also reported, without amendment, the 
bill from the Senate tor the relief of William Jones; 
which was then committed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported the bill from the 
Senate for the relief of Hannah Leighton, without 
amendment. The bill was then committed to the 
Committee of the whole House. 

The motion to print the extra copies lies over, 

The House then adjourned, 





The Select Committee on the letter of Jola 
Rives, dated the 3ist ult. upon the subject of the 
printing of the House, and a controversy betwee: 
the printers of the House and the Clerk of the 
House, in relation to the binding of the doc iment», 
reports, and journals of last session, is composed 
of the following members: 

fr. DAVIS, of Indiana, 
Mr. REED, 
Mr. CLIFFORD, 
Mr. MORGAN, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, January 5, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
from the Governor of the State of Missouri, trans- 
mitting a copy of a law of that State for the settle- 
ment of the boundary between Missouri and lowa. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, the bill was 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee cn the Judic ary. 

Also, a communication ficm the Tyeasurer of 
the United States with a statement of the contin- 
g-ntexpensrs of the Post Ofice Department; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, transmitting six'y copies of the Navy Register 
for 1840; which was jaid on the table, 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
citizens of the city of New York, praying the 
passage of a general bankrupt law; and 

A similar memorial from citizens of Lockport, 
New York, which, as a bill has been reported, were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Indiana, instract- 
ing their Sena‘ors to endeavor to procure the pas- 
sage of a law by Congress to confirm the selection 
of Jands along the Wabash and Erie canal made 
by Indiana, in lieu of Indian reservations; which 
was referred to the Commiltee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented six memorials from 
merchants and citizens of Philadelphia, praying 
that the spirit portion of the navy ration may be 
abolished, and the substitution of tea or coffee 
therefor; which were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the memorial of 
citizens of Michigan, praying for the imposition of 
a duty on fish imported from the Canadas, now on 
file, was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON gave notice that, to-morrow, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill making a 
small appropriation for the Patent Office, 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Nathan 
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Ranney; which, as a bill had been already reporied 
for his relief, was laid on the table. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Littleberry 
Subletie; which was referred to the Commitlee on 
Pablic Lands. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Hardwick, Vt. praying for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia and Territories of the United States; the mo- 
tion to receive which was, 

On motion by Mr. KING, laid upon the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of New York, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which was laid on 
he table. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial numerously 
signed by citizens of New York, remonstrating 
against the passage of a bankrupt law similar in 


its provisions to the one passed at the last session; 


which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
rinted, 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of a number 
of settlers on the public lands, praying that pre- 
emptions may be granted to lands settled and culti- 
vated by them; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN,from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Madame De Lusser, and their legal representa- 
tives; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, 

Mr. L. also, from thesame committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Richard Higgins, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Pablic Land:; which was 
agreed to, 

Mr. L. in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained Jeave to introduce a_ bill to provide 
for running and marking the boundary line of a 
tractof land reserved for the half breeds of the 
Sac and Fox tribe of Indians; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. L. also, on leave, introduced a bill autho- 
rizing the Legislative Council of the Territory of 
Iowa to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace in said Territory; which, after some remarks 
by Mr.SMITH of Indiana, was laid on the table 
for the present. 

Mr. L. aiso, on leave, introduced a bill to aid 
the Territory of lowa in completing a penitentiary 
therein, partly erected; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. L. from the Committee on Agriculture, to 
which was referred the petition of the widow of 
Dr. Henry Perrine, reported a bill for her relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. L. the Committee cn Agri- 
culture was discharged from so much of the peti- 
uon of Dr. Henry Perrine as related to indemnity 
tor ladian depredations, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Commiitee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill relinquishing 
to the State of Mississippi the two per cent. ac- 
eruing upon her admission into the Uaion, reporied 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referrd the petitions of Thomas S. 
Clark, and the petition of Zadoc Smith, asked to 
be discharged from the iurther consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
claim of the heirs of George Simpson, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Finance; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
memorials on the subject had been referred, re- 
ported 

A bill fer the reliefof the legal representatives 
of James Williams; and 

A bill for the relief ef Adam D. Steuart; which 
were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to cause monuments to be erected to the memory 
of Brigadier General Francis Nash and Brigadier 
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General William Davidson; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
lion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to the Senate such additional! reports as have 
been received since those formerly submitted, in re- 
ference to the construction of the Potomac aque- 
due’; and also, such further information as he may 
have in reference to the kyanizing of timber for the 
use of said aqueduct. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for the vacating of the military 
reservation by the United States, of Rock Island in 
the Siate of Illinois. 

Mr. STURGEON submitted the following res :- 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be re- 
quired to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pession to Margaret Miller, Elizabeth Whiteman, 
and Martha Climer, and report by bill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resclucd, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to send to the Senate a statement of the number 
and kind of United States troops stationed along 
the Western frontier, from Fort Snelling to Fort 
Jesup, and whether in his opinion a military post 
between Fort Leavenworth and Fort Wayne, on 
the borders of Arkansas, be not important to the 
protection of the State of Missouri, from Indian 
incursion and aggression. 

Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to inform the Senate in what cases the 
payment of undisputed claims, arising under the 
treaty between the United States and the Stock- 
bridge and Munsee Indians, ratified on the 16th 
May, 1840, has, on presentment at the Treasury, 
been suspended or delayed, and the cause or causes 
of such suspension or delay, and particularly that 
he state such cause or causes in respect to two 
claims, of $675 each, in favor of Mead, Kel- 
logg and Co. of Detreit, Michigan, assignees in 
part of Robert Konkapot and John T. Hendricks. 

BILLS ON THEIR THIRD READING, 

Toe bi'l for the relief of Ciemens, Bryan and 
Company; 

The bill for the relief of the Plumb Island Bridge 
nd Turnpike Company; 

The bill for the relief of John Moore; and 

The bill in addition to an act for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to refund to Noah Miller, and others, a 
part of the proceeds of the sale of the British 
sloop Mary, and cargo, which were captured by 
them, and libelled and sold for the benefit of the 
United States, was, afier scme remarks by Mr. 
HUBBARD, laid on the table for the present. 

The bill making compensation to the State of 
New Hampshire for the services of her militia, 
coming up on its third reading— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired some explanation 
respecting this bill—he desired to know what act 
of hostility bad justified the expenditure here 
claimed. 

Mr. PIERCE said he had hope¢ that this bill was 
to encounter no farther opposition, and he trusted 
sill that it might find favor even with the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Critrenpen.] From 1790, 
when the first settlement of that portion of the 
State of New Hampshire known by the name of 
Indian Stream, was made, down io 1832-3, no ques- 
tion of jurisdiction was ever raiscd—it was exer. 
cised by the State uninterruptedly. Afterwards, 
by arrangement between this Government and 
that of Great Britain, the long pending controversy 
between the two countries, in relation to the North- 
eastern boundary, was submitted to the arbitration of 
the King of the Netherlands, who decided in favor 
of Great Britain; and thus took from New Hamp- 
shire a considerable portion of her territory, over 








which she had exercised unquestioned jurisdiction 
from the earliest history of its settlement. This 
award, it was well known, after considerable time 
had elapsed, was set aside by the United States and 
Great Britain. Whatever donbt might at any 
time have existed in relation to the true boundary 
on that berder, in consequence of the imperfect 
geographical knowledge aad inaccuracy of maps of 
that wild and unfrequented country in its early his. 
tory, he felt warranted in asserting that there 
could, with present lights, be no doubt in reJa- 
tion to the jurisdiction of New Hampshire. [pn 
1835, °36, at the period of these difficulties, her 
right there was as clear as it was in the counties of 
Merrimack and Rockingham. 

The state of things in that territory which made 
it necessary for the Executive of New Hampshire 
to call out the military force, was produced by the 
course pursued by the Federal Government, in its 
negotiations with Great Britain, over which the 
Siate of New Hampshire could, of course, exercise 
no control. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
CRITTENDEN] desired to know more particularly on 
what ground the State claimed this remuneration — 
if there had been any invasion of, her territory— 
what was the necessity that warranted calling out 
the military ferce—what was the extent of that 
force, and what would probably be the expense 
te the General Government, should the bill become 
a law? Now he (Mr. Pierce) would with great 
pleasure give such information as he possessed 
upon the subject. 

Doubts having been temporarily cast upon the 
question of jurisdiction by the award of the Kin 
of the Netherlands—the action of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and its negotiaticns, and the civil authorities 
of the State and Province of Lower Canada came 
in conflict, and bodies of armed men were 
found opposed to each other in support of the 
judicial process issued by the officers of their 
respective Governments. The difliculties on 
the border were thickening. A deputy of the 
sheriff of the county of Coos attempted to arrest an 
individual in the Indian Stream territory, by the 
name of Tyler, and with the aid of two men, Blan- 
chard and Harvy, succeeded Tyler, however, 
was promptly rescued by force from Smith’s cus- 
tody. Immediately after this, a warrant was issued 
by a person claiming to be a magistrate of Lower 
Canada, in the name of the King of Great Britain 
against the deputy of the sieriff, and Blanchard and 
Harvey, for attempting to execute process there. 
By virtue of this warrant, Banchard was taken 
from hisown dwelling-house bya body of armed 
men, with the avcowed purpose of carrying him 
into Canada for trial, cn the charge of having 
assisted in serving a writ daly issued by the 
competent authority of the county of Coos. 
Blanchard, in his turn, was rescued by American 
citizens—his neighbors. This assault upon the 
cltizens of Indian Stream by armed men, and the 
atemptto extend over it the jurisdiction of Lower 
Canada, was the invasior. which, in the judgment of 
the Governor, made it expedient and necessary to 
cali out the militia, through whose presence further 
collision was prevented, and the supremacy of the 
State maintained. There were some of the leading 
facts in the case, afd the State asked reimburse- 
ment for the expenses incurred, on the ground that 
she was sustaining “the jarisdiction of the State 
and of the United States.” 

Had a regiment of armed men from the pro- 
vince, instead of the small detachment alluded to, 
marched upon this defenceless territory, and had 
they been met by the militia of the State under the 
order ef the Executive, no objection would have 
been raised to this claim. ‘The Governor, perceiv- 
ing the point to which things were rapidly tending, 
sent a military force promptly to the scene, which 
arrested further hostility, and, by their presence, 
probably prevented a general border warfare, 
and the loss, perhaps, of many lives. This boun- 
dary question, so long agitated, was under the ex- 
clusive control of the Federal Government. 

In his judgment, the treaty line should have been 
asserted years ago, and maintained, if necessary, 
with all the power of this country—at all events it 
was the duty of the Federal Government to protect 
the fterritory lying within the limits of New 
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Hampshire, and the rights of the citizens upon 
that teritory, from this foreign interference and 
jJawless aggression, And since the State found it 
necessary to call out its own military force for the 
purpose, the Federal! Government was not the less 
bound to defray the expense. He then referred 
particularly to an elaborate report upon the subject, 
made to the House of Representatives in 1839 by 
Mr. Howarnp, Caairman of the Comunittee on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was not salisfied yet that 
there had been any invasion of the couatry. There 
had only been some little controversy with tres 
passers who were presuming to act under differ- 
ent authority, and the State of New Hampshire 
had done nothing more than her duty in puting 
an-end to the trespass; but she might have done it 
by civil process, and it was the duty of the military 
power to aid thecivil power in the service of such 
process. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, as he understood the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, that gentleman said there had 
been no invasion of the territory. Now, since the 
treaty of peace, the territory in question had always 
been occupied as part of the territory of New 
Hampshire; in fact, since 1790, Hali's stream was 
considered the northwestern branch of the Connec- 
ticut river, and that stream was distincily marked 
as the boundary line between the provinces of 
Canada and New Hampshire. But, ater the King 
of the Netherlands made his award, the British au- 
thorities in Canada undertook to exercise authority 
between that boundary stream and Indian stream; 
and it was to expel these intruders that the Gover- 
nor of New Hampshire hid found it necessary 
to call out the militia atan expense of $6000. 
This was necessary to the exercise of jurisdiction 
both by the State and the United Siates. Tae 
State of New Hampshire was interrupted in her 
peaceable occupancy of that territory, and it be- 
came necessary, to maintain their jurisdiction, that 
the steps should be taken which were resorted to. 
There was, he believed, no actual loss of lives in 
the defence of this territory, or of their jurisdiction 
over it, but that would not change the merits of the 
question. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not dispute the right of 
New Hampshire to this territory; but there had 
been no invasion—there had been nothing more 
than a resistance to the service of legal process, and 
not by citizens of Canada alone, but of New Hamp- 
shire herself; for there was but one Canadian who 
presumed to act as a Canadian oflicer—a Canada 
justice of the peace, who presumed to issue his war- 
rant for execution on the territory. Did that, then, 
justify the calling out of the militia, and the mak- 
ing the General Government answerable for the ex- 
pense? He was glad the amount was but small; it 
was the principle only which he bere wished to be 
settled; his anxiety was to vindicate Ame- 
rican rights and the rights of her territo- 
ries, but it did seem to him that there must 
be some /imit fixed to there otherwise unbounded 
rights of the Statesand the Territories. Here 
there was not a man wi h arms in his hands, so far 
as he understood the statement of the honorable 
Senators—there was nothing more than what 
amounted, technically, to a mere trespass by an 
individual who might have been more cheaply 
punished by the civil power. 


Mr. HUBBARD said it became indispensably 
necessary to call out the military force of New 
Hampshire to maintain her jurisdiction over this 
tract of country, which had been invaded in conse- 
quence of the act of the General Goverament. 
Who referred that guesticn to the King of the 
Netherlands, by whose award the boundary line of 
the State was disturbed? Was it New Hampshire? 
From the time of the treaty of peace, there had 
been no question about i!; but this Government 
took the question in hand and referred it to the 
King of the Netherlands to determine where the 
State line ran, and on that subject the King of the 
Netherlands made his award, and then the Biitish 
undertook to take possession of that tract cf coun- 
try. What, then, was New Hampshire to do? 
Was she to permit her citizens to become subject 
to British authority? Was she to permit Lord Gos- 
ford to exercise authority over that territory, and to 








dispose of so much of the State of New Hamp- 
shire to the British Government? He (Mr. Hus- 
BARD) should like to know what she sheul! have 
done? Here was a large tract of their territory, 
and how were they to get possession of it, if an 
order had been given to march a King’s regiment 
into it? Why, they should have called out their 
militia to expel the invaders, and they would clear- 
ly have been entitled tocome to the General Go- 
vernment for the repayment of the expense incur- 
red. And where, then, was the difference? The 
moment the King of the Netherlands decided upon 
a different boundary line, the British assumed to 
exercise authority over it, and to deny the authority 
of New Hampshire. What, then, were they 
to do but that which they had done, and which was 
made necessary to be done, in consequence of 
the act of the General Governmen!; and the only 
difference was, that, because a King’s regiment was 
not ordered upon this territory, and because there 
had been no bloodshed, New Hampshire was not 
to be remunerated for the expense incurred. That 
was not done; but civil jurisdiction was exercised 
over the territory by Great Britain; and to reassert 
their boundary, which was as well defined as 
the road to the President’s House, it was found 
necessary to call out their militia, and since that 
had been done, they had been in the peaceable 
possession of the territory. Under these circum- 
stances, it was for the Senate to decide whether 
the State of New Hampshire should be reimbursed 
the unavoidable expense which she incurred in cor- 


| sequence of the act of the General Governmet. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky would liie to have some 
further opportunity to examine this case. There were 
one or two questions which suggested themselves to 


| his mind: whether there had been an actual invasion 


of this territory by a foreign power was one; and if 
not, was there a threatened invasion, or imminent 


| danger of an invasion? And then there was ano- 
| ther question: supposing there was a threatened inva- 


sion, was there time to apply to the General Go- 
vernment to repel this threatened invasion? for to 
the General Government belonged the decision whe- 
ther there should be peace or war. No case less 
than one of extreme urgency would justify the 
State authorities in deciding on a question of a 
threatened invasion, and incurring an expense which 
perhaps the General Government might not think 
proper. It seemed to him (Mr. Cray) that it was 
proper to ascertain all these facts: had there been 
a military iavasion? had there been a threatened in- 
vasion? and if so, what had New Hampshire done 
under the circumstances? Would it not be extend- 
ing to the State authorities the power of the General 


|| Government, if there was time to communicate 
| with the General Government, if, without the coun- 


tenance of the General Government, they under- 
took to engage in a conflict with another power? All 
these maticrs were worthy of inquiry; and there- 
fore, he would suggest the kpropriety of laying 
tae bill for the present on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD, in the mean time, would refer 
Senators for information to a report made by 
Mr. HOWARD, the Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations tn the House in Janyary, 1839. 

Mr. CLAY said he would take an opportunity 
to examine it. 

The bill was then laid on the table. 

The bill making compensation to the State of 
Maine for the services of her militia, was read a 
third time and passed. 


GENERAL iced gy PRE-EMPTION 
sAW. 

The bill to establih a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the 
public lands, who shail inhabit and cultivate the 
same, and raise a log cabia thereon, being the spe- 
cial order of the day, was taken up, and amend- 
ments thereto were offered by Messrs. CLAY 
of Alabama, CRITTENDEN, TAPPAN, POR- 
TER, and PRENTISS, which gave rise toan ex- 
tended debate. 

At 4 o’clock, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, Jan. 5, 1841. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

















1. From the Governor of the State of Missouri, 
transmitting a copy of an act of the General As- 
sembly of the Siate of Missouri, entitled “An act 
for ascertaining and settling the northern boundary 
line of the State of Missouri.” 

Referred to the Committee on Territories, and 
ordered to be printed. 

2. From the Post Office Department, transmit- 
ting, in obedience to the 2d section of an act mak- 
ing appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex ~ 
penses of Government, approved 9th May, 1836 
a statement of the disbursements made from the 
contingent fund of the Post Office Department from 
the Ist January to the 3lst of December, 1840. 

Referred to the Committee on Pablic Expendi- 
tures, and ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Post Office Department, in pursu- 
ance of the 25th section of the act of the 2d of 
July, 1836, transmitting a copy of the abstract of 
the offers for carrying the mails, made within the 
year p'eceding the Ist July, 1840. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS offered a resolution 
making provision for the lunatics in the Wash- 
ington county jail. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said that the 
Committee for the District of Columbia had alrea- 
dy reporied a bill upon this subject, and it was 
now upon the SpeaKer’s table. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked whether there was not a 
county police to attend to such matters, as there 
was in other counties. 

Mr. MORRIS remarked that it was only neces- 
sary to visit the prison, to see that something ought 
to be done. 

Mr. JOHNSON observed that the Committee for 
the District of Columbia had, in the bill to which 
he had just alluded, authorized the marshal for the 
District to send to the Lunatic Asylum in Balti- 
more, all such persons as are now confined in the 
jails of Washington and Alexandria, and all such 
as may hereafter be committed as lanatics, at the 
expense of the United States. 

Mr. MORRIS then withdrew his resolution. 


PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The SPEAKER than announced as the special 
order, the consideration of the following resolation, 
reported by the majority of the Committee of 
E'ections, at the last session of Congress, declaring 
Mr. Naycor to have been duly elected as a Repre- 
sentative for the third Cengressional District of 
Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That Cnartes Naytor was duly elect- 
ed a member of the House of Representatives for 
the 26:h Congress, from the Tuird Congressional 
Districtin Pennsy|vania. 

Mr. MEDILL thought it no more than just that 
the other claimant, Mr. Incer‘out, should also 
have leave to address the house on the subject. 
He therefore asked leave to submit the follewing 
resolution: 

Resolved, Toat the petitioner, Cuarces J. In- 
GERSOLL, be permitted to appear at the bar, and 
that he, as well as the sitting member, have leave 
to address this House on the subject of the contest- 
ed election from the Third Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania. 

The question being then taken on this resolution, 
it was agreed to. 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS wished to move a re- 
consideration of the vote by which the resolution 
had just been agreed to. If Mr. Incersott came 
here as a claimant for the seat in question, he (Mr. 
W.) would have no objection to his being heard at 
the bar. But he understocd that Mr. Inoerseiy 
did not claim a right to the seat. That being the 
case, it was a question with bim. whether Mr. In- 
GERSOLL had a rightfal claim to the privileges ac- 
corded by the resolution. Mr. W. concluded by 
moving a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 
Mr. MEDILL said that by a reference to the 
files of the House, it would be seen that besides pe- 
titions from a large portion of citizens of the 3d 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania, a petition 
had been presented by Mr. Incensout himself, set- 
ting forth that he was a candidate at the election, 
and that it was his firm .conviction, if jastice 
were done, that he would be placed in the 
seat now accupied by Mr. Narton. That matier 
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was referred by the House to the Committee of 
Elections; and a few days before the close of the 
last session, two reports were made from that com- 
mittee—onefrom the majority, and the other from 
the minority. One report stated that the sitting 
member was entitled to his seat, and the other re- 
port set forth that he had been elected by fraud. 
‘fhis committee discharged its duty by presenting 
their views, and by taking all the testimony they 
could in the case. It now, therefore, remained 
with the House to decide which of the reports was 
correct. But, in the face of all this, would the gen- 
tleman undertake to say that Mr. Inaersott had 
withdrawn from his claim? He (Mr. M ) had seen 
nothing whatever which could justify such a belief. 
Iie had seen nothing in the public press to that ef- 
tec, neither had he heard the least intimation of it 
from any quarter. But, moreover, Mr. Incrrsou. 
was now present in the Houtre, ready to claim his 
seat. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired that the latter portion 
of the report of the minority of the commitiee might 
be read. It was read accordingly. 

Mr. F. after some preliminary remarks, pro- 
ceeded to argue that any person contesting the 
right of a member to a seat, had a right to be 
heard. He contended that the right to be heard 
did not result from the fact of a man being a candi- 
date or not. The proper course would be to grant 
Mr. Incersott a hearing, when he presumed he 
would be able to enlighten them on the subject as 
to whether he considered himself a claimant to the 
seatornot. He (Mr. F.) was in favor of granting 
ahvaring to Mr. Incerso.t, on the simple ground 
of his appearing to contest the right of the sittiog 
member; and it did not make any difference whe- 
ther the contestant made any claim to the seat him- 
selfor not. He (Mr. F.) would vote against the 
reconsideration. 


Mr. BRIGGS hoped the reso'ution wou!d ro: be | 


reconsidered. He considered it would be mannii: 


injustice to refuse a hearing to any man who came | 


here to contesta seat witha member vho might 
be in that seat. In his opinion Mr. Incenoit had 
an undoubted right to urge his claim at the bar of 
he House. 

Mr.MASON was in favor of the resolution, and 
hoped it would not be reconsidered. He was in 
favor of granting «very contestant to a seat on that 
floor, a fair hearing. He desired that Mr. InceEr- 
SOLL might be heard, as he was desirous of know- 
ing whether the gentleman claimed a seat in the 
Tlouse by virtue of bis election, or whether he ap- 


peared only as counsel fr the people of Pennsy!- 
vania, as contesting the right of the sitting 
member. 


Mr. CUSHING said he was also in favor of 
hearing the petitioner for the reasons riated by the 
gentleman from Ohio, and also from the reasons 
on which the petition was based. Mr. IncErsout, 
in his petition presented to the LLouse,at the last ses- 
sion ,elaimed the seat now occupied by Mr. Naytor. 
That was the record, and the present proceedings 
was but a continuation of that record. The qnes- 
tion was, therefore, what disposition should be 
made of the memorial of Mr. Incersot.. But 
he, Mr. C. had risen for the purpose of objecting to 
the form of the resolution submitted by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Mepitu.] That resolation 
asked that “Mr. Incersott should have leave 
to address the House, as well as the sitting 
member.”’ Now he, Mr. C. contended that Mr. 
NaYLor, at the sitting member, was a member 
de facto, and as such he had as much right 
to address the House, as the gentleman from 
Ohio himself, or any other member. In this view 
of the case he considered the adoption of the re- 
solution as implying a doubt on the right of Mr. 
Nay er, and admitting that he was not a member 
de facto. He hoped, therefore, that the gentleman 
trom Oho would amend his resolution, so as to 
leave out that portion. 

Mr. MEDILL did not perceive that the resolu- 
tion implied a denial of the right of the sitting mem- 
ber. It merely asked that the petitioner might be 
heard as well as the sitting member. It merely 
asked that Mr. Inazrsoit might be placed on the 
same footing as Mr. Nayitor. He therefore saw no 
necessity for amending the resolution as required by 


the gentleman from Massachusetts. He hoped the 

gentleman would not press it, inasmuch they 

were losing much time, and Mr. IncERsoLL was 
present waiting to be heard. 

Mr. CUSHING said he would press it: for, if 
the words meant nothing, why not omit them; and 
if they did mean any thing, their import was a hard 
one. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS complained that the 
House, by giving the Committee of Elections 
power to send for persons and papers, had made 
them the prosecutors, instead of the jadges; and he 
would always contend that the proceedings of the 
House were improper and irregular. Bathe wished 
to know whether Mr. Incersoty intended to ap- 
pear asa claimant to the seat, or as attorney for 
the people. It was with a view of ascertaining 
this fact, that he had moved the reconsideration. 
As, however, many of his friends appeared desi- 
rous he should withdraw, he would do so. Mr. W. 
then withdrew the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. CUSHING renewed it, as he could not con- 
sent to the resolution until the words he objected to 
were stricken ou’. 

Mr. MEDILL said that in order to save time, 
he wouldconsent to amend the resulution as de- 
sired. 

And there being no objection, the resolution was 
so modified. 

After some further debate, in which Messrs. 
BARNARD, MEDILL, G. DAVIS, and AL- 
FORD, participated, 

Mr. HUBBARD moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. ALFORD, who, after some remarks in re- 
ply to Mr. Barnarp, renewed it. 

Some cebate of a desultory character here arose 
as to whether Mr. Atrorp, having previously spo- 
ken, hada right to the floor to move the previous 
question. 

Mr. TURNEY having obtained the floor, after 
some brief remarks on the propriety of reserving 
the merits of the case until it should be fairly be- 
fore the House, moved the previous question. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON called for the read- 
ing of the memorial of Mr. INGERsoLt; which was 
read as follows: 

To the honorable the Speaker and Menbers of the 
House cf Representatives cf the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled: 

The memorial and petition of Charles J. Ingersoll 
respectfully shows: 

Taat he was chosen by a majority of the electors 
of the Third Congressional District of the State of 
Pennsylvania, their Representative in and for the 
Twenty-sixth Congress, now in session, and accord- 
ingly so returned as elected by the constitutional 
auihorities of the State of Penrsylvania, whose 
certificates, in legal form, here communicated to 
the House of Representatives, and are now among 
its records, certifying that your memorialist and pe- 
titioner is so elected. Ele had believed, therefore, 
that your honorable House vu ould, before this t'me, 
without his application, have instituted the proper 
means for ascertaining whether he is entitled to the 
membership, which is claimed also by another per- 
son. But inasmuch ashe is given to understand 
that a direct application, in the form of a petition, 
from himself, is deemed necessary to bring the sub- 
ject, without delay, into the consideration of your 
honorable Hlouse, your petitioner respectfully re- 
quests that prompt and proper measures may be 
taken by the House of Representatives, to enable 
your petitioner to prove his right to membership as 
Representative of the people of the Third Con- 
gressional District of Pennsylvania in the presen) 
Congress, and that no other person is elected from 
that district to this Congress. 

Cc. J. INGERSOLL. 

Wasninaton, January 23, 1840. 

The call for the previons question was then se- 
conded, and the main question—being on the re- 
consideration—ordered to be put. 

Mr. BARNARD demanded the yeas and nay:, 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bell, Breckenridge, Brockway, Chittenden, Crans- 
ton, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Doe, 


Edward, Evans, Everett,Gentry, Giddings, Gran- 
ger, Green, Grinnell, John Hastings, Henry, 
Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kemp- 
shall, King, Lane, Marvin, Morgan, Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Peck, Proffit, Randall, Saltonstall, Slade, 
Stanly, John B. Thompson, John White, T. W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. 
Williams—42, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Black, 
Blackwe'l, Boardman, Bond, Brewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Samp- 
son H. Batler, Wm. B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, 
Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Cush- 
ing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, 
Deberry, Dickerson, Dellet. Doan, Doig, Ear), 
Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Griffin, Habersham, Hand, Hawes, Hill 
of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, James, 
Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith Mallory, 
Francis Mallory, Marchand, Mason, Medill, Mon- 
tany2, Moore, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Morrow, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Par- 
ris, Paynter, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reynolds, Ridgway, Ed- 
ward Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels,Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman 
Smith, Steenrod, S'rong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearin- 
gen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
Jett, Turney, Underwood, David D. Wagener, 
Weller, Wick, J .W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Joserh L. Williams, Winthrop, and Worthington 
—139. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution of Mr. MEDILL had been 
agreed tc. 

The SPEAKER then directed the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to apprise Mr. IncrrsoLt that he might ap- 
pear at the bar of the House. 

Mr. Incersout then presented himself at the bar. 
Whereupon, 

The SPEAKER informed him that in pursuance 
of an order of the House, he (Mr. I.) was permit- 
ted to state his reasons for claiming a seatin the 
House, as a representative from the third Con- 
gressional district of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Incersotr. then proceeded to recapitulate 
the facts on which he based his right to the seat, 
and entered into a detai!ed account of the circum: 
stances atienning the perpetration of the alleged 
frauds, the bribery of witnesses, etc. 

Without concluding, Mr. I. gave way for a mo- 
tion to adjourn; and at a few minutes past three 
o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Weownespay, January 6, 1841, 

The PRESIDENT submitted a message from 
the President of the United States, in further reply 
to the resolution of the Senate of 30th December, 
1839; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Richard 
E'liott; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of pilots 
of the port of New York, praying a repeal of the 
law of 1837; which was referred to the Cemmittee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. PHELPS presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Vermont, instructing their Senators 
to endeavor to procure the passage of alaw recom- 
mending an amendment of the Constitution of the 
United Srates, restricting the eligibility of the Presi- 
dent toa single term; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petitions of the heirs 
of Collin Bishop; Joseph Cooper and Gray By- 
num, administrators of Sarshal Cooper; Francis 
Wood; Joshua Freeman; Francis Ray, Antoine 
Fay, Joseph Reese, and John B. Denayor; Joseph 











Boggs; Jesse Watkins, James Turner, and Benja- 
min Caton, of Missouri; David Magill; Joseph 
Ray; John O’Bannon; William Munce aad Joseph 
Woolkill; Francis Wood, Joseph Wood, and oth=rs; 
A. Groom; David M. Quilley, administrator of 
William Head; Robert A. and John G. Heath; 
Elisha Todd and Francis Cooper; John Turner; 
citizens of Clay county, Mo.; which were all re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Prentice 
F. Bonney; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, the petition and 

apers of Maj. R. L. Baker, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the petition and pa- 
pers of De Mansur, now on file, were referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Oo motion by Mr. ANDERSON, the petitions 
and papers now on file of Andrew Johnson and of 
Samuel Love, were referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented eight memorials 
numerously signed by merchants and citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying for the abolition of the spirit 
portion of the navy ration, and the substitution 
therefor of tea or coffee; which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of 
the Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans, pray- 
ing the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the petition of 
George W. Robinson; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 
c'tizens of New Jersey, praying the passage of 
a nw bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. STURGEON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave io introduce a bill te 
make certain appropriations to the Patent Office; 
which was twice read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Ollice. 

Mr. NiCHOLAS, in pursuance of previons no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to au horize the issue of patents for certain entries 
of pubic lands; which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Madame De Lusser and their 
legal represcntativis, repored the same with an 
amendment. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill confirming the claim of the beirs of Pierre 
Dolet, deceased, to a tract of Jand in Louisiana; 
which was read, and ordered to a second read ng. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that when the bill 
establishing a general bankrapt law was taken up, 
he would move to amend it by subjecting banks 
and money corporations to the operation of the 
bill, and the compulsory provisions of the bi!l. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Prettyman was 
considered as in committee of the whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the benefit of the Howard Institution 
of the city of Washing:on was taken up as in com- 
mittec of the whole. 

Mr. TAPPAN inquired from the chairman of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia whether 
this was the same bill as passed the Senate the last 
session. 

Mr.MERRICK. The same. 

Mr. TAPPAN would call for the ayes and noes 
thereon. 

Several Senators asked for some explanation of 
the bill. 

Mr. MERRICK said the memorial to the Se- 
nate from respectable inhabitants of the District, 
set forth the objects of this biill—which were of a 
Pp i benevolent character—and therefore he 
would ask that it might be read., 

The Secretary having read the memorial, 
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Mr. TAPPAN said he questioned not that th: in- 
stitution which it was proposed to establish in this 
city, for which aid was sought by this bill, wasa 
very meritorious and a very charitab’e institution; 
but he had yet to learn that they had any more 
power, or auihority, or right, to grant the public 
property to maintain a charitable institution in the 
city of Washington, than they had to support a si- 
milar institution in the city of New York, New Or- 
leans, or any other city cr town of the United States. 
Because this was the seat of Goverpment, because 
Congress sits here, and the public offices were here, 
were they to put themselves in the place of the in- 
habitants, and, by their liberaliiy, afford the city 
the means of performing acts of charity, which in 
all other places were accomplished by the means 
and the private charites of the citizens 
themselves? If the chairman of the Comm tee 
on the District would give some further explana- 
tion, he (Mr Tarran) should be glad to hear it, for 
at present he had leain:d nothing that was satis- 
factory. He was not aware that they were under 
any obliga'ion to sepport the poor of this District, 
more than their general obiigation to do good to 
the poor a!l over the country. 

Mr. MERRICK had hoped the memorial itself 
wou'd have been satisfactory. The gentleman 
from Ohio admitted that the object of the institution 
was praiseworthy and commendable, and highly 
beneficial to the country, bat he doubted the right 
of Congres? to give the aid contemplated by the 
bill, and he argued that Congress hai no more 
right to provide for the poor and the indigent here, 
than in any other part of the country, Now it 
seemei to him (Mr. Merrick) that the Senator 
from Ohio had not given a correct construction of 
the powers of Congress. New York had a Go- 
vernment of her own, whise duty it was to take 
care of the local interests of the people of that 
State, while the people of the District of Co- 
lumbia looked to Congress as their exclusive 
legislators; there was no power except that which 
resides here, and unless that power was exercised, 
the people of the District were cut off entireiy. The 
members of Congress were the exclusive rulers of 
the District, and to Congress must the people ot 
the District look for the exercise of sovereign pow. 
er. Wasit right and proper, then, that the people 
ofthe District should be completely disfranchised 
and cut off from all political righ!s which were en- 
joyed by the people generally, and that Corgress 
should be less beneficent than the Levislatures of 
other States? The autlority of Concer ss over this 
people was special and more compre xensive than 
over the other people of the States; Conzre-s cccu- 
pied the place of a toca] Lezislatare; and they were 
not asked to apply the national money to aid the 
people of the Disiric'—they were not asked to take 
the money of the people of N w York, er cf Mary- 
land, or of Ohio, but they were asked to give to the 
people of the District a poriion of she property which 
belonzed to them, whch Congress chained by 
grant from the owners of the soil, for the purpose 
of being applied tothe promvtion of the welfare 
of the people of the Ds'rict. Wha’ consideration 
had the people of the United States ever given for 
this vast amount of property?) This spot was se- 
lected as the seat of the Federal Gorernm:nt— 
choice was made of this place because it was con- 
venjent, and the prcprietors of the soil ceded to 
Congress the territory, and now all that was asked, 
was to give them beck a smal! portion for a highly 
beneficent object, cf that which was a+ much the 
property of the people of the District 9s the Jand 
within 2 Sta'e was the property of the p-ople of 
the State. 

Mr. HUBBARD had been much surprised at the 
argument of the Senator from Maryland. Did 
they owe any thing to the District? If they did, 
he should like to see the amount stated, that he 
might ascertain the amount of balance due 
from the Government to the Dis‘rict of Co- 
lumbia. He knew not what right they had 
to take the property of the Government and 
convey it for the benefit of any portion of the peo- 
ple. He had yet to learn that they had the power, 


or. if they had the power, that there would be a) 


propriety in exercising that power. True they 
were the exclusive Legislature of the District; but 


were they then to provide for the support of the 
poor? Was such power conferred upon them? 
They had given corporate and municipal powers 
to the several cities of the District, and beyond that 
they could notgo. Wiih reference to the account 
between Government and the District, which had 
been often alluded to, he repeated that he shonid 
like to see it stated. The Senator from Mary- 
land was greatly in error if he supposed if 
the value of the property was taken into 
account, there would be a balance in favor 
of the city. What would this property bave 
been worth, if the National Government had 
not been located here? If this land were taken as 
now proposed, it would be the taking of the na- 
tienal property and giving it to the city, and he 
(Mr. Huppanp) denied that they tad such power. 
They might as well take from the national fund 
and appropriate it to the use of the State of New 
Hampshire as to take this property for the use of 
this institution; and with these views he should 
vote against the bill. 

Mr. MERRICK had merely adverted to the 
manner Congress had acquired the title to the Dis- 
trict, to show that there was a peculiar relation 
existing between Congress and the people of the 
District. As to the matter of account, of which 
the Senator from New Hampshire kad spoken, be 
had no intention to enter into adiscussion. They 
Were not now asked forapy thing fromthe Na- 
tional Treasury; they were merely asked for that 
which was placed atitheir disposal for the benefit 
of the people. 

Mr. SEVIER had veted against this bill at the 
last session, and he should vote against tt again, 
but he wished to ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Districi how many lots Government 
held in this citv, and what was therr valve. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was impossibie that he 
cou'd tow apswer the question so unexpectedly 
proposed; orig nally, half the property of the ci'y 
was ceded to the Goveranent, but how much the 
Government stil held he couid not tell. 

Mr. SEVIER asked how it had been disposed 
of. 
Mr. MERRICK explained. A good deal of it 
had been disposed of for colleges and schools, and 
a good deal for the improvement of the sircets and 
puble squares. When a street was paved, the 
Cor missioner of the Pabl:c Baildings was bound 
to pave that part which passed along a_ public 
quare, and for this purpove a good deal of the 
publiclts bed heea di«posed of, the city cerpo- 
ration levying a tax to defray the expenve 
proving the toads in the front of the 
raolanon. 

Mr. SEVIER said if the Senator from Mary- 
land would in'roduce a bill to cede ailthe Jots tu 
the corperate awhori‘ies, for the purpose of giving 
o each cit zen alot for the site of a “log cabin,” 
he (Mr. Ssvier) would vote for it. 

Mr. HUS#ARD. Each white person. 

Mr. SEVIER. White or black, or between the 
colors. If the Senator from Maryland would in- 
troduce such a bill, giving the public property in 
the land in this city to the citizen, and aad a prospec- 
live pre-emption clause for the bearfit of those 
who were tocome hereafter in the vacant lots, he 
would vote forit, andhe believed many of thote 
with whom he usually acted would vote {or it too. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senator from Arkan- 
sas would yet become one of the “log cabin” party. 

Afier a few other words from Mr. SEVIER and 
Mr. MERRICK, 

Mr. WALKER said he had voted for this bill 
atthe last session with great pleasure, and should 
do so again now. ‘The bill granted a-small vacant 
lot of the public grounds in Washington to the 
Howard Institute of thie city, an institute esta- 
blished by private funds for the most noble and 
charitable purposes—the employment cf the poor, 
especially of the female -poor, the widow and the 
orphan, and the alleviation of human misery. This 
grant was not withont precedent. One of the 
New England States and one of the Western States 
had received from Congress large grants of the 
public domain for similar institutions and for pub- 
lic charity within the limits of those States. ‘These 
were grants, not of a small lot of ground, as in this 
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case, bat of whole townships of public iand, 
greater in extent than the entire District of 
Columbia. And was human misery less in this 
District than in New England or the West, that 
they should refuse,to alleviate it here, by all the 

roper means within the power of this Government? 
if the Legislature of this Government could not 
make this grant, no other could; for no other pos- 
sessed any power in this District. Was this Dis- 
trict, then, to be the only portion of this Union where 
public charity was to receive no legislative aid or 
encouragement? Here, under their own eyes, and 
in their daily walks to this Capitol, should they be- 
hold so much of human misery, aad, folding their 
arms in callous apathy, say to the poor of this Dis- 
trict, “You are strangers to us—you are not our 
constituents, and we will refuse you even a small 
jot of the public ground upon which to erect that 
asylum, for the construction of which, charitable 
individuals had raised the fund:?”” He would give 
no such vote; and if he did, he could not but feel 
that he was responsible for at least a portion of that 
distress which exists in this District. 

The ayes and noes were then taken, and the 
question was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Clayton, Dixon, 
Falton, Grondy, Henderson, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walk- 
er, Wail, White, Williams, and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Hubbard, Pierce, Smith of Connecticut, and 
Tappan—7. 

$0 the bill was ordered to be engrossed fer a third 
reading. 

Mr. SEVIER gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to introduce a bill to cede the public 
lands within the District of Columbia to settlers 
thereon. 


GENERAL PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION 
LAW 


The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
Jands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the specia! order of 
the day, was taken up, and, a substitute therefor be- 
ing submitted by Mr. Prentiss, 

Mr. CLAY of Keatucky addressed the Senate at 
length in opposition to the bill, and was followed by 
Messrs. WRIGHT and LINN in reply. 

At 4o0’clock, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, January 6, 1841. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill making appropriations for the 

SUPPORT OF THE ARMY FOR THE YEAR 1831. 

It was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying documents, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill entitled “An act regulating the taking 
of testimony in cases of contested? election, and 
for other purposes;” which was read twice, referred 
to the Committee of Elections, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Chairman of the 
Commitiee of Ways and Means, at what time the 
bill for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government would be reported by the commit- 
tee. 

M1. JONES of Virginia said that the bill would 
be reported in the course of a few days. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that he made the inqui- 
ry because the rules of the House required that it 
should be reported within the first thirty days of the 
session. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia replied that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts bad mistaken the provi- 
ston of the rale te which he referred. That rule 
made it the duty of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to report the general appropriation bills— 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Go- 
vernment; forthe army; for the navy; and for the 
Indian Department, and Indian annuities, within 
thirty days after their appoiatment, and not within 





thirty days from the commencement of the session. || “Mr. CUSHING did not understand why the 


He would inform the honorable gentleman that the 
bill would be reported within the time prescribed 
by the rule of the House. 

Mr. CHINN gave notice that he would, at an 
early day, ask leave to introduce a bill, entitled 
“An act to revive an actentitled an act to autho- 
rize the inhabitants of the State of Louisiana to en- 
ter the back lands;” 

Also, a bill entitled “An act to unite the South 
Eastern Jand district, and that of the Greensburgh 
district, in the Siate of Louisiana, and for other 
purposes.” 

Messrs. DOE, CHINN, SMITH of Indiana, 
RARIDEN and GRINNELL, on leave, severally 
presented petitions; which were appropriately re- 
ferred. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, in pursuance 
of notice heretofore given, introduced “a bill to 
revive and continue in force for a limited time, an 
act approved on the 31 day of March, 1837, enti- 
titled ‘An act for the appointment of commissioners 
to adjust the claims to reservations of land under 
the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, with the 
Choctaw Indiaas;” and also an act approved on the 
224 day of February, 1838, entitled “An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act for the app: iatment 
of commissioners to adjust the claims to reserva- 
tions of Jands under the 14th article of the treaty of 
1830 with the Choctaw Indians;’” which bill was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indizn Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, gave notice that he 
would offer the fo'lowing amendment to the Army 
Bill when it should come up for consideration: 

“See. —. And that the sum of three hundred 
thousand dollats be appropriated for the continu- 
ance of the Cumberland Road through the States 
of Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois, to be disbursed 
equally among said States, and to be subjected to 
all the restrictions and limitations of former appro- 
priations.” 

On motion of Mr. D. the amendment was order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. LEONARD, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings, to whom had _ been referred a resolu- 
tion of the Honse, directing an inquiry as to the 
cause of the 

FALLING OF THE CHANDELIER, 
made a report thereon. 

The report was read, and after exculpating the 
contractor from ell blame, concludes as follows: 

“Upon inquiry, the Committee find that nomo- 
ney has been paid by the Clerk to the constructors. 
The remaining materials of the chandelier are 
valued at $400, which Messrs. Hooper and Co. 
are willing to take back. In view of all the cir- 
cumstances, the committee have come to the con- 
clusion to recommend to the House a strict com- 
pliasce with the contract before referred to, by di- 
recting the Clerk to pay over to Messrs. Hooper 
and Co. such balance as may be coming to them, 
after deducting the $400 aforesaid. All of which 
is respectfully submitted.” 

The report was concurred in, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LUNATICS IN THE DISTRICT OF Co- 
LUMBIA. 

On motion of Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. L. WitutaMs in the chair,) on the 
bill reported by the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, on the 22d of December, as fi liows: 

A BILL making temporary provision for lunatics 
in the District of Columb.a. 


Be it enac'ed by the Senate and House of Represen- 


tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the marshal for the District of Co- 
lambia be, and he is hereby, authorized to send to 
the lunatic asylum, in Baltimore, ali suc Jonatic 
persons as are now confined in the jails of Wash- 
ington and Alexandria counties, and all such as 
may hereafter be considered as lunatics, by order 
of the circuit or criminal couris; and that he pay 
the expenses of their removal, and of their main- 
tenance in said asylum, and be allowed for the 
same in the settlement of his accounts at the Trea- 
sury of the United States. 


rporation of Washington could not take care of 
their own poor. If the Junatics were paupers, 
why were they confined in the common jail? There 
was an alms house in the city, in which they could 
be confined. 

Mr. JOHNSON would answer the question of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. The reason 
why the corporate authorities did not place these 
maniacs among the paupers, was because of the 
imminent peril that would thereby be occasiored. 
There were now twelve lunatics in prison with 
commen criminals. The lunatic aylum in Balti- 
more was willing toreceive the lunatics at moderate 
noe Common sympathy, said Mr. J. called for 
relief. 


se CUSHING said he had understood that 
0 


se lunatics were without the common necessa- 
ries of life, and were obliged to lie upon the prison 
floor. Mr. C. had been told that the circumstances 
of the case ca!led on the House for relief. If this 
bill was the only mode of affording relief, he would 
perhaps be willing to stretch a point; but he de- 
sired to know whose fault it was that the evil ex- 
isted. 

Mr. JOHNSON said that the corporation of 
this city gave two dollars per week for the sup- 
port of these lunatics, and that was all it could af- 
ford. Butin the restoration of their health, their 
minds might be restored. This was a higher mo- 
tive than dollars and cents, and this was the motive 
which had induced the committee to report the 
bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend the bill, by 
adding the following: 

“* Provided, That it shall be done at the expense 
of the city authorities.’’ 

Mr. HUBBARD said that, in his opinion, this 
was a Subject which should be left to the autho- 
rities of the city. The people’s representatives 
were not there to regulate the poor houses of the 
District; and it seemed to him that, if the provi- 
sions of the bill were carried out, all the poor of 
surrounding country would come here to profit 
by it. 
oie. JOHNSON said the biil was not intended for 
paupers, but for lunatics. 

Mr. HUBBARD replied that there could be no 
difference between them, in the principle of ex- 

ense. 

Mr. JOHNSON remarked that the counties took 
care of paupers, and the States of lunatics. Con- 
gress was the local legislature of the District, and 
Mr. J. asked whether it would not act its part. 
The expenses would be trifling in comparison to 
the cem/ort which would be bestowed. He trusted 
that the genileman from Alabama would withdraw 
his amendment. 


Mr. REED, after some remark-, in which he ob- 
served, that from some cause or other the greatest 
number of lunatics were assembled in this city, 
said he hoped the amendment would not be agreed 
to by the House. As, however, the subject of cha- 
rity had been introduced, he begged to make a few 
remarks. Mr. R. then ina very earnest manner 
adverted to the fact that the Marshal of this Dis- 
trict had an annnal salary of ten thousand dollars, 
while the persons in the jail were in the most 
wretched condiiion, lying upon straw, and subject 
to many other privations. He, Mr. R. believed 
that, before the cession of the District, the Siate of 
Maryland allowed fifteen shillings as the price of 
board for each ind.vidual. He trusted the cem- 
mittee would take this subject under consideration, 
and se whether they could not provide by law 
much better living and accommodation for these 
criminals, even though it thou!d be at a reduction 
of the salary of the Marshal, who, it appeared, 
lived two miles off, and, while deriving a great 
profit, employed ancther person to perform the de- 
ties He (Mr. R.) was in favor of the bill now 
introduced; for the wretched accommodation in the 
jail was sufficient to make a man a lunatic, whether 
he was previously so or not. He hoped the amend- 
ment would not be alopted. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. HUB- 
BARD and VANDERPOEL, 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. HUBBARD, aad it was rejected, 
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The committee then rose, and reported the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved to lay it on the ta- 
ble, and called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Barke, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Crabb, Cross, Dana, John Davis, Doan, Doig, 
Earl, Eastman, Griffin, Hand, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hubbard, Jameson, Jos. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kalle, 
Lucas, McCulloch, McKay, Miller, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parrisu, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Thos. Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Turney, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
and Henry Williams—55. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 


Jen, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, 
‘Brewster, Briggs, Sampson H. Butler, William O. 


Butkr, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carroll, 
Carter, Casey, Chittenden, Cushing, Davee, John 
W. Davis, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, 
Deliet, Doe, Ely, Evans, Evereit, Fillmore, Fisher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Greea, Grinnell, 
John Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, 
Hoffman, Hook, Jackson, James, Chas. Johnston, 
William Cost Johnson, Keim, Kempshall, Laue, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
McCarty, F. Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Nay- 
lor, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, Pope, 
Randall, Kariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, E. 
Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Shepard, Slade, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Sianly, Stuart, Swearingen, 
Philip P. Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Warren, 
Weller, John White, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Winthrop, and Wo:thington—107. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. 

After an amendation of the bill, by limiting its 
operation to lunatics who were paupers, it was 
read a third time; and the question being on its 
passage, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Some debate of a desultory character then arose, 
in relation to the length of time the bill was to be 
in operation. 

Mr. COST JOIINSON explained that the object 
of the bill was to make a temporary provision only, 
and that it was the intention of the Committee for 
the District, on a proper occasion, to introduce a 
bill for the erection ef a building in this city for 
junatics. Mr. J. then moved the previous ques- 
ion, which was seconded by the House. The 
main question on the passage of the bill was then 
ordered; and being taken by yeas and nays, resulied 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messsrs. Adams, Alford, Johan W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Boardman, @Bond, Biizgs, William 
O. Butler, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chinn, 
Cushing, Davee, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doe, 
Evans, Everett, Floyd, Gaibraith, Giddings, Gocde, 
Graham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Hill of Virginia, 
Hillen, Hoffman, Hunt, Jame:, Charles Johnston, 
William Cost Joiunson, Kempshall, Lane, Leet, 
Lincoln, Mc arty, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Naylor, Nis- 
bet, Osborae, Palen, Parmenter, Pope, Randall, 
Reed, Ridgway, Rogers, Russeil, Saltonstall, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Tcland, 
Triplett, Jonn White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, and Winthrop—72. 


NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwel!, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Chittenden, Clifford, Connor, Crabb, Crary, 
Cross, Dana, Juha Davis, John W. Davis, Dick- 
erson, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fill- 
more, Fine, Garland, Goggin, Griffin, Hand, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of North Carolina, 
Hubbard, Joseph Johnson, Cave Jackson, Natha- 
niel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lucas, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parri:h, 
Paynter, Peck, Prentiss, Reynolds, Jas. Rogers, 
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Rya!l, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Slade, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Swearingen, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Wor- 
thington—82. 

So the bill was rejected, 

Mr. Fi LLMORE moved to recommit it for the 
purpose of incorporating certain amendments, 
limiting the operation of the bill to two years, ete. 

This montion was entertained; but without 
taking any question thereon, the House proceeded 
to the special order of the day, being the 
PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION 

CASE, 
between Messrs. Nayior and INGERSOLL. 

Mr. INGERSOLL appeared at the bar of the 
House, and concluded his remarks from yesterday 
in support of his claim to the seat now occupied 
by Mr. Naytror. 

The House then adjourned. 





Notre.—On the motioa to reconsider the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Mepitu on yesterday, Mr. Jounw Has- 
TINGS vo‘ed in the negative, and not in the affirma- 
tive. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspay, January 7, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a message from 
the President of the United States,{ftransmitting a 
report from the Secretary of War, containing a Jist 
of the soldiers engaged in the last war with Great 
Britain, who are ent'tied to bounty land; which 
was laid en the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Postmaster General, with 
a list of the number and compensation of the clerks 
engaged in his Department; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, transmitting a statement furnished by the bankk- 
ing incorporations of the District of Columbia, 
showing their condition on the Ist of January, 
1841; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also,a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury in answer to aresolution of the Senate of 
the 4th inst. relative to the settlement of the Mis- 
sissippi land claims; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the heirs 
and legal representatives of Major General Dupor- 
tail, of Brigadier General Armand and Capt. De 


La Colombe, praying bounty land for Revolutiona- || 


ry services; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lan‘s, 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of Jesse 
Carpenter; which was referred to the Commitice 
on the Pablic Lands. 

On motion by Mr. NICHOLAS, the petition 
and papers of the West Feliciana Railroad Com 
pany, now on file, were referred to the: Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Pensiuns, to wkich was referred the petition of 
Pamela Allen, reported a bill for her relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Commit'ee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bili for the relief 
of John McCloud, reported the same with an 
amendment. 


M;. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bijl for the relief of Samuel Crapin; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Commitiee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the House bill 
making provision for navy pensions, and in fréla- 
tion to half pay, reported the same with an amend- 
ment. 


Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the memorials of citizens of 
Michigan, praying for the imposition of a duty on 
fish brought from Canada, asked that the commit- 
tee might be discharged from their further conside- 
ration, and that the memorialists have leave to 
withdraw their papers. Mr. K. stated asa reascn 
for this motion, thatthe Senate had no power by 
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the Constitution to enact a bill imposing duties. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. HUBBARD, from 


the Commitiee on 


|| Claims, to which was referred the petition of Luke 


a 


Ee 


Bonney, asked to be discharged irom its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. H. the peiition of Theodore 
Brightwell was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred memorials for the ex- 
tension of time to the deposite banks of Natchez 
for payment of money into the Treasury of the 
United States, reported a joint resolution autho- 
rizing the Secretary of the Treasury to extend fur- 
ther indu'gence to certain of the Jate deposit? banks; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. a'so, from the same com aittee, to 
which was referred a bill to authorize the payment 
of equitable commissions to the agenis or attorneys 
of persons in whose favor awards have been made 
under three several treaties betwéen the United 
States and certain foreign powers, which awards 
have been retained in the Treasary in payment ot 
debts due to the United States, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. PIERCE, frem the Committce on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Mary Snow, 
reported a bill for her relief; which was read, and 
| ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. P. a!so, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the furiher consideration of the 
petition of Jacob Park and the heirs of Abraham 
White; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN submitted the following resolu- 


| tion, which was considered and agreed to: 


Reselv:d, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


| directed to communicate to the Senate, at as early 


NL mcm ; 


a period as practicable, in a detailed and tabular 
form, ail the information in the power of his De 
partment in answer to the following quetions: 

1. What amount has the Federal Government 
lost, from its organization to this tims, by the em- 
ployment of banks, by the use of bank paper, or 
by its connections in any wise with banks, includ- 
ing the depreciation of bank paper. 

2. What amount the people of the United States 
have lost, from the commencement of the Govern- 
ment to this time, by the failare and the suspension 
of banks, and by the depreciation of bank paper, 
by the loss and destruction of bank notes, aud by 
the existence of banks and the use of bank paper 
generally. 

3. What have the people and Government of the 
United States paid, directly and indirectly, to the 
aggregate banks of the United States, for the use 
of those institutions annually for the last ten years. 

4. What proportion of the stock of the several 
banks of the United States is at this time owned by 
foreigners. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The joint resolution to present to universities and 
incorporate colleges, copies of the Catalogue of the 
Library of Congress. 

The bill forthe relief of Mary Prettyman; and 

The bill for the benefit of the Howard Institute 
of the city of Washington; were severally read a 
third time and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bil! for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 

The bill for the relief or Gad Humphbteys, of the 
Territery of Florido; 

The bill for the relief of Molachi Hogan, of the 
Territory of Florida; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be exgrossed for a third 
reading. ; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representat vcs 
of John J. Bulow, jr. deceased, being taken up— 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would ask of the 
chairman of the Committee on Claims, whether 
the committee were in favor of making compensa- 
tion for all the losses of individuals occasioned by 
the war in Florida. 


Mr. HUBBARD said that question had not been 
presented to the consideration of the committee. If it 
should be presented to that committee, so far as he 
was concerned, he was decidediy opposed to any 
; such principle. 
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Mr. BUCHANAN said he would to-morrow un- 
dertake to show that the bills which had just been 
ordered to a third reading, involved that principle, 
and, if it passed, would be the means of taking 
millions of money from the public Treasury. 

Mr. HUBBARD would with pleasure listen to 
the Senator’s views on the subject at his earliest 
convenience. ~< 

Some further conversation ensued as to the 
principles involved in these bills, in whica Messrs 
WRIGHT HUBBARD, and KING, participated; 
when, by equal consent, the bill under considera- 
tion was informally passed over, with the under- 
standing that it and the others for claims in Florida, 
would be discussed to-morrow. 


The bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Mussoari, ap- 
proved 9ih July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2 March, 1833; and 


The bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; were severally considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the special order of 
the day, was taken up, the question being on the 
substitate therefor submitted by Mr. Prentiss. 

After a slight modification of the substitute by 
Mr. PRENTISS, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON addressed the Senate in 
favor of the substitute, and in opposition to va- 
rious propositions of the bill, and was followed by 

Mr. HUBBARD, who submitted his views at 
length in favor of the principle of the bill, and in 
opposition to the amendment. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. GRAHAM 
and PRESTON, whose remarks were principally 
confined to the relative powers of the General and 
State Governments on the subject of naturalization 
and citizenation. 

Mr. ANDERSON rose with the purpose of sub- 
mitting his views on the bill; but it being late in 
the afternoon, he yielded to a motion for adjourn- 
ment; 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvuarspay, January 7, 1841. 

Afier the journal had been read, 

Mr. LEET asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw the petition of the heirs of Capt. Richard 
Dollarear, late of the Revolutionary army, and the 
accompanying documents. 

The SPEAKER then announced, as the special 
order, the consideration of the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections relative to the 


CONTESTED PENNSYLVANIA ELECTION 
CASE 
between Messrs. Naycor and Ineersot. 

Mr. FILLMORE, after alluding to the indisposi- 
tion of Mr. Naytor, moved a postponement of the 
case until to-morrow. 

Mr. MONROE objected, on the ground that to- 
morrow was the day for the consideration of pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no objection to mo- 
dify his motion so as to insert Monday. 

After some debate of a conversational character, 
the motion was agreed to, and the further conside- 
ration of the subject postponed uatil Monday 
next. 

LUNATICS IN THE DISTRICT OF Co- 
LUMBIA. 

The next business was the motion of Mr. Fitt- 
MORE to reconsider the vote by which the bill mak- 
ing temporary provisions for lunatics in the Dis- 
trict had been rejected. 

After some brief remarks from Mr. TILLING- 
HAST, A 

Mr. MARVIN moved the previous question, 
which was seconded. 

The main question on the reconsideration was 
then ordered to be put, wherecn 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays, 
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which were ordered, and being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
leo, Andrews, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, Brews‘er, 
Briggs, Brockway, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, 
Chinn, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, 
Edward Davies, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doe, Doig, Edwards, 
Ely, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Galbraith, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hook, 
James, Charles Johnston, William Cost Jobnson, 
Kempshall, King, Lane, Leet, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Francis Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Par- 
menter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Slade, John Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Pailip F. Thomas, Waddy Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toand, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, Weller, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Win- 
throp, and Wise—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Banks, Blackwell, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Clif- 
ford, Connor, Crabb, Crary, John Davis, Dicker- 
son, Doan, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Floyd, Griffin, 
Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, Kille, Lucas, McClellan, 
McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Mortis, Parrish,Paynter, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, Ryall, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, 
Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and Worthington—®62. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to recommit the 
bill toa Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, which was agreed to—ayes 95, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose of going at that time into 
committee on the bill. 

And the rules being suspended, 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole en the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Linco.n in the chair,) and took up the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE offered an amendment limiting 
the operation of the act to March 3, 1843, which 
was agreed to. 

The following amendment was also offered and 
agreed to: 

“They being paupers of the said District of Co- 
lumbia, their support being legally chargeable 
thereto.” 

A debate then followed, relative to the propriety 
of defraying the expense for the support of the lu- 
natics out of the public treasury, in which Messrs. 
HAND, WADDY THOMPSON, WM, COST 
JOHNSON, FILLMORE, DAWSON, BRIGGS, 
and ALFORD, participated. The debate will be 
noticed hereafter. 

On motion, the committee then rose and reported 
the bill, as amended, to the House. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
read a third time; and the question being on its 
passage, was taken by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, 
John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Board- 
man, Bond, Brewster, Briges, Brockway, Sampson 
H. Butler, William O. Butler, Calhoun, William 
B. Campbelll, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chit- 
tenden, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Thomas Devee, 
Edward Davies, John W. Davis, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doe, Doig, Edwards, 
Ely, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Galbraith, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Grianell, John Hastings, Henry, 
Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Holmes, Hook, Hunt, 
James, Charlies Jobnsion, Wm. Cost Johnson, 
Kemble, Kempshall, King, Lane, Leet, Lincoln, 
Lowell, Meredith Mallory, Francis Mallory, 
Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Morrow, Os- 
borne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, Pope, Randall, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Ro- 


gers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, John 
Smith, Troman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sumter 
Sweney, Talhaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy 
Thompson, Ti'linghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Warren, Weller, John »White, 
Thomes W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Wiiliams, Christopher H. Williams, Win. 
throp, and Wise—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Banks, Black, Black- 
well, Aaron V. Brown, AlberiG. Brown, Burke, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Crary, Cross, John 
Davis, Doane, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Garland, 
Griffin, Hand, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Kille, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloch, Medill, Montanya, Monigomery, S. 
W. Morris, Parrish, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, James Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, Shepard, 
Steenrod, Strong, Swearengen, Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Taompson, ‘Turney, Watter- 
son, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and John T. H. Worthington.— 60. 


So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate for 
its coucurrence. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasusy, trans- 
mitting copies of statements rendered by the incor- 
porated banks of the District of Columbia, showing 
the state of their affairs at the close of the year 
1840. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

2. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, 
for the use of the members of the House, 245 co- 
pies of the Navy Register for 1841. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Postmaster General, transmitting a 
statement of the number of clerks employed in the 
Post Office Department during the year 1840, with 
the names and salaries, in obedience to the act of 
April 20, 1818. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

4, From the Postmaster General, transmitting, 
in compliance with the resolution of the House of 
the 224 ultimo, a statement of the expenditures of 
the Post Office Department for regular and tempo- 
rary special agents, with their names, &c. from 
the first day of July, 1839, to the 30th day of No- 
vember, 1840. 

Referred to the Committee on the Expenditures 
of the Post Office Department. 

5. From the Treasurer of the United States, 
transmitting the quarterly accounts of the Trea- 
surer for the service of the Post Office Department 
for the years 1837, 1838, 1839, each year ending 
on the 30th of June. 

Referred tothe Committee on the Expenditures 
of the Post Office Department, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
. BILLS FROM THE SENATE. 

The following Senate bills were read a first 
and second time, and®ppropriately referred, viz: 

An act to provide for the settlement of claims of 
the State of Maine for the services ef her militia; 

An act to confiim to the State of Indiana the 
land selected by her for that portion of the Wabash 
and Erie Canal which lies between the mouth of 
the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for 
other purposes; 

An act fer the relief of the Plumb Island Bridge 
and Turnpike Company; 

An act for the relief of Clemens, Bryan and 
Company; 

An act for the relief of John Moore; 

An act for the relief of John Carter; 

An act in addition to an act for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to suspend the rules, 
that the House might go into Committee of the 
Whole on the bill reported at the last session of 
Congress, entitled, ‘‘A bill to provide for the satis- 
faction of claims due to certain American citizens 
for spoliations committed on their commerce prior 
to the 31st day of July, 1801.” 

On the question being taken, there were—ayes 
55, noes 73. 

So the rules were not suspended. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD also moved a suspension 
of the rules for the purpose of taking up a bill, re 
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ported last session, for satisfying the claims of sol- 
ders who served during the last war, to bounty 
Jands; but the motion was not seconded by the 
House. 

The SPEAKER then called for 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported 

A bi'l to authorize and provide for the purchase 
ef a lot of land adjoining the Custom House in the 
city of New York; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of J. Porter Felt, decased; which were severally 
read a first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. WELLER, from the same committee, pre- 
sented an adverse report on the petition of Wm. J. 
Stillwell. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of George A. 
Slaughter; which was read a first and second time, 
and committed. 

Mr. GARLAND, from the same committee, re- 
ported without amendment Senate bill No. 15, en- 
titled “An act to relinquish the interest of the Uni- 
ted States to a certain tract of land in the State of 
Alabama;” which was read a first and second time, 
and committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, from the same 
committee, reported without amendment Senate 
bill No. 12, entitled “An act to establish an addi- 
tional land district in the State of Alabama;” 

Also, without amendment, Senate bill No. 11, 
entitled “An act to relinquish to the State of Ala- 
bama the two per cent. fund reserved by the act 
for her admission into the Union, to be applied to 
the making of a road or roads leading to said 
State; which were severally read a first and se- 
cond time, and committed. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, reported a bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the benefit of the Northern 
Liberty Fire Company; which was read a fist and 
second time, and committed. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, reported a bill for the relief of Mrs. Anne 
F. Perrine and her children; which was read a first 
and second time, and committed. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill providing for the 
payment of the Sta'e of Maine for services of her 
nilitia; which was read a first and second time, 
ind commi'ted. 

Mr. MONROE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to found a military asylum for the re- 
lef and support of invalid soldiers of the army of 
the United S ates; which was read a first and se- 
cond time, and committed. 


Jn motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs were discharged from the fur- 
thei consideration of the‘petition of Ann E. Bro- 


— 
- CARR, from the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions, reporied the follewing bills: 

A lil for the relief of Michael Seas; and 

A bil for the relief of John Lybrook; 
which were twice read, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole Heuse, and made the orJer 
of the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. C. alse, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the heirs of Lieutenant Joseph Holli- 
day, and that said petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. And, also, that 
said committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Christopher Lambert, 
and that said petition be referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, the Ccmmittee 
on Revolutionary Pensions were discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitions of Han- 
nah Waldo, Abigail Rives, Juliet Onron, Thomas 
Hall, Margaret, Askins, Peggy Duncan, C. B. 
Chandler, Abigail Allen, and Joshua Biil; and the 
petitions were ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


a 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








Beriah Wright; which was read a first and second 
time, and committed. 

Mr. C. also, made adverse reports on the peti- 
tions of Jared Gossage, 

Mr. PALEN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Levi Colmus; which 
read a first and second time and committed. 

Mr. PALEN made adverse reports on the peti- 
tionsof Richard Cottrial], Benjamin Dales, Peter 
Sky, Josiah Hunt, James K. Scorge, and Rufus 
Henry. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS, 

The House adjourned. 





Note.—From the low tone in which Mr. Reep 
spoke on yesterday, his rematks were partially 
misconceived. Mr. R. said that the income or the 
emoluments of the office of marshal of this 
District was said to be ten thousand dollars, 
and that it was said the persons ia jail were in the 
most wretched condition; and, said Mr. R.-I be- 
lieve it. The income or emolusents of office, 
said Mr. R. arise from fees, and the profit of 
boarding prisoners for about $2 56 per week. 

Mr. R. felt bound, as an act of humanity, to 
make provision for the poor lunatics in this Dis- 
trict. They assembled here from all paris ef the 
country, and the District was not able to support 
them. He was, therefore, in favor of supporting 
these national lunatics from the national treasury. 





IN SENATE, 
Fraipay, January 8, 1541. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
report from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, showing what portions of the public lands 
have been subjected to entry at private sale for five 
years, and less than ten years; for ten years and 
less than fifteen; for fifteen and less than twenty; 
for twenty and less than twenty-five; for twenty- 
five and less than thirty; for thirty and less than 
thirty-five; and for thirty-five and upwards, desig- 
nating the States, Territories, and land districts in 
which said lands are situate, and what quantity of 
land has been entered after it had been subject to 
entry at private sa'e thirty-five years and upwards, 
and within what years, and within what land dis- 
tricts said lands were entered. The communica 
tion was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Also, a communication from the War Depart 
ment, transmitting areport of the Second Auditor, 
of the expenditures of the contingent fund of that 
office; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a let'er from the Governor of Towa, trans- 
mitting memorials of the Territorial Council for va- 
rious objects; which were appropriately re‘erred. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Jonas 
Johnston; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of inha- 
bitants of the District of Columbia, praying the es- 
tablishment of a systerna of national education in 
said District; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BENTON presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Samuet McRoperrts, elected by the Legisla- 
ture of [llinois a Senator from that State for six 
years from the 4th of March nex'; which were read, 
and ordered on file. 

Mr.WALL presented the memorial of Dr. Solo- 
mon Andrews, praying that a padlock invented 
and patented by him may be adopted for the use of 
the Government for tke security of mail bags, &c. 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
citizens of Maine, for the enactment of a general 
bankrupt law; and 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial of the 
same import from citizens of Kent county, Michi- 
gan. ‘Tnese memorials, as a bil) has been reported 
on the subject, were Jaid on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial purporting 
to be signed by one hundred and twenty merchants 
and mercantile firms of thecity of New York, re- 
monstrating against the passage of a bankrupt law; 
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which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of New York, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of any bankrapt law that did not include 
banks in its provisions. Mr. C. took occasion to 
say that his own opinions on this subject remained 
unchanged, though he presented the memorial with 
pleasure. The memorial was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of Charles 
Mo:gan; which was referred to the Commitice on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WEESTER presented the petition of Da- 
niel W. Coxe; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also gave notice that he would ask leave 
to-morrow to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Enoch Baldwin. 

Mr. BENTON presente the pe'i'ion of inhabi- 
tants of Weston, Mo. asking for a pre emption to 
the site of their village; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Con mittee on Pa- 
tents and the Patent Office, to which was referred 
the bill making certain appropriations for the Pa- 
tent Office, reported the same, without amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Pablic Lands, to which was referred the memorial 
of citizens of Cherokee county, Ala. reported a bill 
exp'anatory of an act supplementary to an act en- 
tithd, An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands, approved June 22, 1838, 

Mr. WRIGi iT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of cer- 
tain railroad companies therein named, reported the 


same, with amendments. 


On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the memorial of 
the Mebile and New Ovleans Rattroad Company; 
the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia Ratlroad Com- 
pany; the Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Com- 
pany; the Norristown and Valiey Railroad Compa- 
ny; and the New Orleans and Carrollton Railroad 
Company, were discharged from their further con- 
sideration, the cases being provided for in the fore- 
going bill. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the petition and pa- 
pers of Loyal Hopkins, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee cn Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Ezra 
St. John, ani the petition of Aun F. Perrine, made 
edver-e reports the:eon. 

Mr. H. also, rom the same committee, to which 
was referred the petiton of William Polk, made 
an adverse report thereon, on the ground of the in- 
sufliciency of ev.dence. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the report was laid 
on the table to give an opportunity to procure the 
proper evidence. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Commitice on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the memorialon 
the subject, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Henry Ecklord, deceased; 
which was real, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report ea the petision of Richard B. 
Mason. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked leave to introduce a joint resolution to au- 
thcrize the adop'ion «f measures for the cceupation 
and seitlement of the Terri‘ory of Oregon, and for 
extending certa‘n portions of the laws of the United 
States over the same. 


Mr. LINN said that when th’s bill was up at the 
last session for discussion, both his political friends 
and opponents pressed him to forbear urging it dur- 
ing the negotiations with the British Government 
fur the adjustmeat of another question, from a 
fear of embarrassing its settlement. This was not 
at the time convincing to him, but it was sufficient 
for bim that it was the advice of geaticmen of ex- 
perience, and he had-acted in ac ordance with it. 
His opinion was that it would be better to put the 
whole of their claims on Great Britain together, 
and see what could be done with them; but he 
never expecied that they would be amicably ad- 
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justed. The history of the British Government 
afforded him swisfactory evidence on _ this 
subject. He believed that every one there 
would be numbered with the dead before 
the British Government would amicably set- 
tle a question of this nature. If his memory 
served him correctly, England, pending the nego- 
tiations at Ghent, had been willing to purchase that 
territory; he did not mean to say there was any for- 
mal offer made, but, finding that no such arrange- 
ment could be entered into, she had, step by step, 
made progress in territorial encroachment, until she 
presented to the world a claim of great importance 
where she had not even the shadow of right, and 
such would be the case at every point of the con- 
test with Great Britain. The British bad extended 
their possessions, step by step, from the extreme 
branch of Columbia river to the Pacific ocean. 
By a letter which he had recently received, he 
learned that the Hadson Bay Company was 
introducing emigrants from Great Britain by 
Cape Horn; they brought shepberds and 
placed them on farms; they had erected British 
forts on the Territory of Oregon, and had pushed 
their estab'ishments on the south to California, 
and on the east to the Rocky mountains; and by an 
act of Parliament, a portion of the criminal law of 
Great Britain was extended up to the very confines 
of the States of Arkansas and Missouri. Now, if 
we have a just right and claim to that property, he 
was noi the man to say it should be abandoned to 
any poweron earth. He was prepared and wil- 
ling to ge into a discussion of the whole subject 
here involved. He had been censured by many 
gentlemen from aj! parts of the Union for not hav- 
ing pressed this question before, when he delayed 
it because, on the suggestion of others, he was not 
willing to introduce a new element pending the 
question relative to the Northeastern boundary. 
He would not occupy the time of the body 
urther on this occasion; but should the Senate grant 
or the introduction of the joint resolution, he 
would embrace the opportunity when it came up 
for consideration, to submit his views more in de- 
tail. 

Leave being granted, the joint resolution was in- 
troduced, read a first and second ume, and re- 
ferred toa select commitiee of five, consisting of 
Messrs. Linn, Wacker, Preston, Pirnce, and 
Sevigr. 

THE PATENT OFFICE. 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, the bill making 
certain appropriations for the Patent Office was 
taken up and considered as in commitiece of the 
whole, 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped these appropriations 
would be stopped. This Patent Office was grow- 
ing up into anew department of the Government 
—a Home Department. We had made an appro- 
priation of $90,000 for the erection of a Patent Of- 
fice, and there had been constructed a magnificent 
palace, with splendid gallerics, at an expense of 
some hundreds ef thousands of dollars. He was 
utterly opposed to this creatiog a new depariment 
ia this Government, and move especially by indiree- 
tion, as in the present instance, where those who 
were designed by law to be merely superintendents 
of the Patent Office were assuming a superintend- 
ence over tie entire agriculture and mecianics of 
the country. 

Mr. TAPPAN inquired whether the $750 pro- 
posed to be appropriated for a library was to pur- 
chase books for the officers in the Patent Ojlice. 

Mr. STURGEON sai it was for the purchase of 
scientific books, which were necessary to enable the 
officers to cariy on the business of the office. 

Mr. TAPPAN objected to an appropriation for 
the purchase of books to enable the head of that 
department to qualify himself for the discharge of 
the duties of the office to which he had been ap- 
pointed. It had now become too common with the 
heads of depaitmen’s to have separate and valua- 
bie libraries, and it was time it should be stopped. 
He moved ibat the section in question be struck cut 
of the bill. 

Mr. PRENTISS explained the necessity of the 
appropria'ion; it was to enable the officer to learn 
whether what weie offered as new and useful in- 
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ventions were really new, as on the determination 
of that fact would rest the grantof a patent. 
Books were published periodically, containing de- 
scriptions of all new patented articles here and in 
Europe, and it was of the greatest importance that 
the officers should have these books as works of 
reference. 

Mr. PRESTON also defended the appropriation; 
but suggested a variation of the phraseology of the 
section of the bill to obviate mistake. He was in- 
clined to believe if the object was to purchase ma- 
terials 10 enable the cflicer to form a correct judg- 
ment on the articles fur which patents were desired, 
that it should be agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved as an amendment the 
following words as a substitute for the words in the 
s-ction: “for the purchase of such scientific books 
as are necessary for the Patent Office $750.” 

Mr. TAPPAN thereupon withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out that part 
of the bill making an appropriation for the collec- 
tion cf agricultural statistics, &c. He knew not 
what that had to do with a Patent Office. He ob- 
jected to this gradual! and almost imperceptible 
growth of expenditures by indirect means; tkey 
had seen enovgh of these things; and he moved 
to strike out the appropriation of $1000 for that 
purpese, and he called for the ayes and noes on th 
question. 

The ayes and noes were ordered. 

Mr. STURGEON said by striking out this sec- 
tion, they would strike out the vital part of the bill. 
The service which this sum was intended to re- 
munerate, had a'ready been rendered. 

Mr. CALHOUN said no officer had the right to 
go beyond the appropriations, and he hoped the 
section would be struck out, as a warning to offi- 
cers not to go beyond the appropriations in future. 

Mr. MANGUM said the design of the Patent 


| Office was for the presvivation of the patents of the 
| country, and he was unwilling that the power 


which had been exercised here should be aliowed 
thus to creep upon them, and to cover other 
ground than that originally designed. He could 
not approve of a great show being thus prepared, 
by indirection, at the public expense. 

At the request of Mr. STURGEON, a letter was 
read from the Commissicner of Patents, in which 
he urged the necessity for these appropriations. 

Mr. SEVIER concurred in the suggestions of 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Catuoun,] 
that this should be puta stop to; but-as they had 
got the articles, he thought they should be paid for 


| and they could prevent iis recurrence in future. 


Mr. WEBSTER, to guard against misappre- 


| hension, explained that one item of expenditure 


was for the publication of a digestof the patents; 
and the books to which allusion was made, weie 
periodicals on the subject of inventions which were 
necessary to the proper discharge of the duties of 
the Patent Office. The expenditures for agricaltu- 
ral statistics he would not continue, though he 
had no doubt of their constitutional righ to do so. 


| They had a constitutional right, he had no doubt, 


to expead money in procuring information on the 


| subjsct of agriculture; the products of agriculture 
| were articles that were interchanged between the 


various parts of the Union,and consequently it must 
be as important a part of their duty to inform them- 
selves by agriculiural statistics, as it wastoacq aint 
themselves respecting cot‘on planting, sugar mak- 
ing, and all other artic'!es of commerce in the coua- 
try. But it did not seem to him that this had any 
relation to the Patent Office, and they had no right 
to make any appropriations for duties which we:e 
not prescribed by law. 

Mr. CALHOUN differed from the Senator from 
Massachusetts in toto respecting their constitu- 
tional rightto make these appropriations. And as 
to some of these appropriations, he considered they 
were an imposition and an insult on the Senate. 
They bad been told that this Patent Office was to 
be a Patent Office, and that it wouid cost but 
$90,000, and under this consideration he had given 
a reluctant vote for it; and from that period, it had 
gone on in utter contempt of Congress until the ex- 
penditures had amounted to nearly half a million 
of dollars. Enginee:s and architects came there 
with estimates of public buildings, and then the 
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actual expenditures exceeded the estimates One 
two, three, and often four times. They were 
treated like children by these architects and en- 
gineers, and he thought it was the duty of the Presj. 
dent of the United States to dismiss any officer who 
dared to do this. 

After a few words from Messrs. STURGEON 
KING, and WEBSTER, . 

Mr. RUGGLES explained that the original es. 
mates were framed on plans for the construction of 
a brick edifice, but the other branch of Congiess 
bad amended the bill when it was before them, for 
the cons ruction ef a stone edifice, giving the Ex- 
ecutive department authority to cause the construc. 
tion of a building that should correspond with the 
other pablic offices. 

Mr. STURGEON asked that the bill might be 
passed over, to afford an opportunity to procure in- 
formation on some of the points objected to by Se. 
nators. 

The bill was then informally passed over. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the petition 
and papers of Daniel Piatt, now on file, were refer- 
red to the Commiitee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill for the pu- 
nishment of certain crimes against the United 
States and for other purposes, was considered as in 
commitiee of the whole, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third readirg. 

The bill from the Hoase of Representatives mak- 
ing temporary provision for lunatics in the District 
of Columbia, was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

‘ The bill from the House authorizing the enrol- 

ment or register of the schooner Amistad, was read 

twice, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to continue in foree the act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, ap- 
proved 9.h July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833; and 

The bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

The bi'l for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 

The bill for the relief of Gad Humphreys, of the 
Territory of Florida; 

The bill for the relief of Malachi Hagan, of the 
Territory of Florids; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Jobn J, 
Bulow; 

The bill for the rel'ef of James Williams; and 

The bill for the relief of Philip Weademan; 
were, 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, postponed », 
and mad? the order of the day for Wednesday 
next. 


PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAV. 

The bil to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption sysiem, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same,and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the special order of 
the day, was taken up, the question being og the 
substitute therefor submitted by Mr. Prentiss. 

Mr. ANDERSON submitied his views atiength 
in opposition to the substitute, and in favor of the 
bill. 

Mr. MANGUM said, as there were several Se- 
nators, himself among the number, who wished to 
submit ther views in relation to ths bill, he would 
ask its friends to postpone the further diseussion of 
it until Monday next; which being agreed to, the 
bill was informally passed over. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he was in favor of a 
pre-emption law, but it must be on certain terms 
and conditiont; and, to show what those terms and 
conditions were, he would submit the following 
proposition, which he woald offer when the bill was 
again taken up, and which he asked might be or- 
dered to be printed. 

Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the 
commiitee that reported it, with instructions to re- 
port amendments thereto, to the following effec:: 

1. To distribute the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands among the several States of the Union 
in just and equitable proportions. 

2. To grant to actual bona file setilers upon the 
public lands the right of pre-empliin to aby quan- 
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tity thereof, not exceeding one half section, or 320 
acres, including the place of settlement, at tke 
minimum price of $1 25 per acre; with such pro- 
visions as Shall limit this right of settlement and 
pre-emption to actual bona fide settlers whose es. 
tate, at the time of settlement, shall not exceed the 
value of $1,000; and, furthermore, with such pro 
yisions as shall effectually exclude the wealthier 
speculators from all benefit under this law, and 
shall prevent them from interfering with, or parti- 
cipaung in, the privilege and right of settlement 
and pre-emption, which are hereby granted and in- 
tended for the sole advantage of the needy and 
honest settlers and cultivators of the soil. 


Mr. LINN@Men gave notice that he should move 
an amendment to the amendment of the Senator 
from Kentacky, forthe purpose of appropriating 
the proceeds derived from the sale of the public 
lands, to increase the national defences. He hoped 
both his amendment and that of the Senator from 
Kentucky would be voted down; but he would 
move as often as this question came up, to apply the 
money to the protection of their frontier, both 
maratime and inland, from aggression in all future 
time. 

Mr BENTON said the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky was based on the one which 
there was no difficulty in comprehending. But 
the Senate and ihe country, from the first of the 
present session, had been told of the existence of a 
national debt which that Senator and his friends 
affirmed did exist, but which he (Mr. Benton) and 
his friends denied. Tne Senator bai his thanks 
nevertheless, for coming forward with this proposi- 
tion so openly: it was an intimation of the policy 
of the new Administration—of their intention to 
add to the national expenditures, to restrict the in- 
come of the country, and then to have recourse to 
a high tariff. He ceemed this the opening up of 
the whole policy of the new Administration, and 
he was not willing to vote on it now, if they could 
decide against it by forty to one; he wished that 
policy to be laid open to the view of the people of 
the United States, and he only rose now to thank 
the gentleman for his declarations of yesterday 
and tw-day—of yesterday, in favor of a Na- 
tional Bank, and to-day, on the subject of 
the land revenue, by which three or four millions 
would be diverted from the national income, and 
would have to be made up by loans and taxes. He 
(Mr. B) again thanked the Senator—they should 
now have a fair contest and no ‘‘bush whacking.” 
They (Mr. Benron znd his friends) ould go to the 
contest with the opposite gentlemen, and they should 
see whether a national debt should be created, but 
which the Senators on the other side said did now 
exist, which he (Mr. Benton) denied, and they 
should see whether so large a sum should be with- 
drawn from the public revenue. He once more 
thanked the honorable Senator, and promised him 
that he would be met in the coming contest. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had intended nothing more 
on this occasion than to give gentlemen no- 
tice that such a motion would be made, and 
he had not supposed that it would now be 
debated. The honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri was perfectly welcome to all he could 
derive from it. He (Mr. Crirrenpes) had 
always looked upon himse!f as too humble an indi- 
vidual to have any great importance attached to 
any movement of his, and perhaps for that reason 
he had always been prompt and ready—perhaps 
too prompt, on some occasions—to express his opi- 
nions, whatever they might be. They were al- 
ways such ashe believed to be right, and therefore 
he was always ready to maintain them, in any 
contest. Tae proposition which he had just 
offered, was a plain proposition; he had no 
secret On this subject; what he was for he 
wes for always, and was always ready to pro- 
claim. He had received the thanks of the Senator 
from Missouri, but he feared he was reaping a re- 
ward far beyond his merits. The question of a 
distribation « f the public lands among the States 
was no new question; it had once received the 
sanction of both branches of Congress, and the 
circumstances connected with the defeat of that 
bill were notorious; but the States continued to 
cling to that measure. ‘T'he Legislature of his own 


| State had given him instructions on that question; 
and he had no doubt if his opinions on that sub- 
ject were less firm, he should consider those in- 
structions imperative. But he would not now de- 
bate the question; he would content himself with 
simply giving notice to gentlemen of bis propesi- 
tion, and the debate could follow when the proposi- 
tion came up for consideration. 

Mr. BENTON repeated the expression of his 
thanks, if the Senator from Kentucky would ac- 
cept them, for the notice he had giventhem. Yet, 
for one, he (Mr. Benton) wanted no notice to be 
prepared to meet such a proposition. Thegentlemen 
opposite had intimated their intention to detect and 
expose to the country, after the 4th of March next, 
a debt of twenty-seven and a half million of dol- 
lars, and they bad been calling upon the suppori- 
ers of the present Administration to tax French 
wine and siiks—they had heard too often here these 
propositions for the purpose of making upadefic ient 
revenue—it was a proposition to disturb the course 
of business and commerce, for the purpose 
of supplying a deficiency in the revenue which 
could not endure a moment’s delay. It was 
to no purpose that the estimates were confined 
within the appropriations for the year; the gentle- 
mea still said they must have taxes to create an 
income, and if they were not gratified, the present 
Administration was to take the odium—should he 
limit himself to the word edium?—to the odiam 
of having rendered it necessary to call an 
extra session of Congresss immediately. And 
while they were met with the threatened odium of 
an extra session of Congress to supply a deficient 
revenue, here came a proposition to take eff 
three and half millions on which reliance was 
placed to carry on the Government. He again 
thanked the Senator for sh:wing his hand so 
openly, and for the intimation that the vew Ad- 
ministration was to commence at once the crea- 
tion of a national debt, by subtracting from 
the revenue, with the re-establishment of that state 
of things by which the commerce of the country 
was loaded down by taxation; and that was to be 
followed up by the establishment of a Bank, to ex- 
ercise an inflnenee all over the country. He 
would tell that honorable Senator that a new 
National Bank could not be created without a Na- 
tional Debt, whose stock must be sold to make the 
capital for the Bank; he would tell the Senator 
from Kentucky he could not move an inch towards 
a new National Bank wi'hout the creation ofa Na- 
tional Debt. Hehoped, however, that his friends 
would put off measures of this kind to that called 
session of which they had been notified on that 
floor; for he informed gentlemen if they diverted the 
land revenue, and went beyond thecurrent income, 
they would have to come together, which he (Mr. 
Benton) should do all he could to prevent, and 
he shou'd do that by doing all he could to prevent 
the expenditures exceeding the estimates—by pre- 
venting the appropriations going beyond the current 
revenue. Letthe new Administration call Con- 
gress together to make good the deficiency in the 
revenue occasioned by their own extravagant ex- 
penditures, and he (Mr. Benton) would thank them 
for the day on which they issued their proclama- 
tion. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN would extend his claim to 
the gratitude of the Senator from Missouri, by the 
further avowal that heshould be in favor of such 
an additional imposition of duties as will supply an 
adequate revenue to the Government. 


Mr. CALHOUN said it was evident this de- 
bate would take a wide range, and would bring the 
whole subject of the public lands before the Seaate; 
he rose to give notice that he would move, as an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky, a bill to cede the public lands within 
the limits of the new States on certain conditions 
therein meutioned. 


(This bill will be found in another column, ap- 
pended to the report made by Mr. Norvett.]} 


The amendment proposed by Mr. CrirrznDEN 
was then ordered to be printed. 


The Senate then went into Executive session, 
and, after half an hour spent therein, the doors 


were again opened. 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

Mr. WALKER submitied the following resola- 
tion for cousideratien: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions be instracted to inquire into the expediency of 
causing to be procured and submitted to the Senate, 
copies of the debaves in the British Parliament, 
prior to the year 1820, in relation to the North- 
eastern boundary of the United States, and copies 
of land titles emanating from the British Govern- 
ment repugnant in the calls of said titles to the 
boundary now claimed by said Government. 

Mr- PRESTON objected to the adoption of the 
esolution, as presenting us in the aspect of regu- 
lating our preceedings by British legis ation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN would suggest whether it 
might not be possib'e that these debates made 
against our claim to the territory in dispute, and, if 
so, would it not, instead of strengtheuing, weaken 
the position we at present occupied in relation to 
the matter? 

Mr. WALKER said, the resolution was one of 
inquiry only, the propriety of which would be de- 
cided on by the appropriate commitice. If that 
committee, upon mature deliberation, conceived 
the inquiry to be important, it would be made; and 
in sub silting this resolution, he desired only to call 
theic attention to the subject. Mr. W. said, he 
had read one of these debates of the British Parlia- 
ment, and conceived it to be ofthe utmost impor- 
tance, and that it ought to be pubiished in an offi- 
cial form for the information of the people of Eng- 
land, of the people of the British provinces,of the}peo- 
ple of the United Stites, and of the civilized world. 
Ia that debate, the boundary line, as now claimed 
by Great Britain,'was distinctly repudiated by both 
branches of the British Parliament, and by both 
parties, the Opposition and the Ministry, in a de- 
bate, too, cotemporaneous with the treaty of 1783. 
Mr. W. also believe that land titles had emanated 
from the British Government, directly contradictory 
in the calls of those titles, to the boundary now 
claimed by England, and he thought the whole sub- 
ject of sufficient importance to claim th: attention 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he agreed with the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi [Mr. Wacker] asto the impor- 
tance of these dc caments in shedding light on the 
true intentand meaning of the treaty of 1783, in 
relation to the boundary between the United 
Siates and the British Provinces. It clear- 
ly established, in his mind, that the wea- 
ty pursued the old boundary, as established by 
the charter of the colony of Massachuseits, and that 
the northwest corner of Nova Scotia was the start- 
ing point. There was a!so an important admission 
made by the then Lord Chancellor to the attacks of 
some of the Opposition menbers of Parliament. 
They denounced the treaty as granting a large ter- 
ritory to this country, the possession of which was 
necessary to the convenience and safety of their 
Canadian provinces. To this it was replied by the 
Lord Chancellor that there was nothing of granton 
either side, but they had taken the boundaries as 
they had been previously established, and that no 
treaty cou'd have been made upon any other 'e:ms. 
Throughout the whole of these debates, indeed, 
there is a broad admission by all parties of what 
this country has always claimed as the boundary 
between this country and the British Provinces. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said that as this resolution 
was one of mere inqairy, it might appedr discour- 
teous towards his friend from Mississippi [Mr. 
Waker] to oppose its adoption, and he should do 
so wilh ereatreluctance. If it were pressed, he 
would, therefore, probably vote for it, although it 
appeared to him to be a singular du'y to im 2o0se on 
the Committe> of Foreign Relations. Unques- 
tionably the debate in the British Parliament, to 
which it referred, wos one of great importance. Jt 
proved that short’y after the original treaty was 
concluded, British statesmen of all parties agreed 
that the line designated: by it included within the 
limi‘s of the United States the territory now in 
dispute between the two Government. But why 
should the Senate be made the instrament of com- 
municating this debate to the public? Sach a 
coirse was unprecedented, so far as his knowledge 
extended. This was information proper for the 













































Sp 
ie 


a / 
4 
3] 
¥ 
4 
ve 
ve 
“a 








seine 


RE 


92 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








public, and it might be communicated, like all such 
information, thrcugh the agency of the public 
press. He thought this would be the best and 
most appropriate course; and unless his impres- 
sions should change, he would act upon this opi- 
nion, as a member of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, should the resolution be adopted. 

He was glad of the present opportunity of say- 
ing a few words on another branch of the subject. 
It bad been expected by some persons that the re- 
port of Messrs. Mudge and Featherstonhaugh 
would be noticed by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. That report was a tissue of sophistry 
from first to last, which might be easily exposed; 
but so far as his information ex'e ided, it had never 
been officially recognised by the British Govern. 
ment. In this state of the case he did not believe 
it ought to be made the subject of any report from 
the Committee on Foreign Rviations, and therefore 
he bad never called the attention of the commitiee 
to it. Besides, it was well understood that nego- 
tiations were now pending, and were nearly brought 
to a happy conclusion, for referring the final deci- 
sion of this question to commissioners mutually 
chosen by the two Governments, with such aa ulti- 
mate provision, in case of their disagreement, as 
must setile the question. Under these circam- 
stances, he thought it would be improper for the 
Senate to interfere. 

Mr. ALLEN said he was opposed to the adup- 
tion of this resolution. What was its object? To 
procure testimony in support of our claim to tre 
territory embraced by the limits of Maine. He 
was opposed to this. So long as we debated, so 
long as we gave opportunity for cavil on this sub- 
ject, so long would Great Britain protract its settle- 
ment. There is a point at which this matter must 
stop; where we must put Gur foot, and say, this ad- 
mits of no further discussion. The Brivish Go: 
vernment have just as much rg.tio lay claim to 
the District of Columbia as any spot claimed 
by the United States. Suppose that Government 
should lay claim to this te:riiory upon which we 
are now holding our deliberations, and we shou'd 
undertake to argue the matter, and to hunt up do- 
cumentary testimony to establish our claim, and 
we should pursue this course for a series of years, 
why, we should soon be as much at sea as we are 
at present in regard to the Noyiheasiern boundary 
line. ‘The great faultin this matter was in per- 
mitting it 1o be a subject of controversy. We 
should have pleced our-cives on the live, as called 
for by the treaty of 1753, an! we should pa-e said 
to Great Britain, you cannot be serious or honesi in 
attempting tv make it a subj-ct of discussion. 
Moot this question of tile, and go in quest 
of evidence to rupport it, and you posipone its set- 
tlement indefinitely. So long as you keep the qucs- 
tion open, Great Britain will use the argument that 
she is nearer to this territory than we are; at least 
her cffective power, which she is cous'antly in- 
creasing, is nearer. Mr. A. said he considered this 
question as setled, so far as this boly was con- 
cerned. It was setled by a unanimous vote of the 
Senate, who, though rent by the diversities of politi- 
cal feeling, excited by a contest which had raged 
through the course of twelve years, yet on this 
subject they had gone shoulkler to shoulder, 
and, by a unanimous vote, had said this question, 
so far as we are concerned, is settied and deter 
mined; and there he was disposed to leave it. Mr. 
A. said there were troubles ahead. It was eviden', 
from the conduct of her Minister cn a recent occa- 
sion, that Great Brition, so far from a wish to have 
this affair promptly and amicably sett'ed, was en- 
deavoring io get up o'her questions ef embreil- 
ment. He hoped the Senate wouid not again 
open this subject of the Nortbeas'crn boundary. We 
had already decided, by a unanimous vote, that 
our claim was right, and we will, if nec:ssary, sup- 
port it. 

Mr. CLAY cf Kentucky said the mot'on was to 
adopt a resolution to print certain debates of the 
B.itish Parliament in relation tothe boundary be- 
tween the Sta’es and the British provinces. What 
was the present condition of the boundary question? 
It is the subject of negotiation. The diplomats are 
now acting on it and acting on i', as he was in- 
formed, in a spirit worthy of the enlightened Go- 


verbmeats interested in the question, and the libe- 
ral and benevolent spirit of the age in which we 
live. Why then should we interfere? If the di- 
plomats want these papers to en! ghten them on 
the subject of their deliberations, they undoubted- 
ly can have access to them in the libraries of this 
coun'ry orof Europe. He would say, without in- 
tending to cast reflections any where, that since 
1815, the Execntive action of the Government on 
this question had been much impaired by ex- 
traneous action. He referred to the report 
recently made by Messrs. Mudge and Feather- 
stonhaugh as not having been adopted by the 
British Government; and sai {that it had been ably 
answered by a gentleman of this country, (Mr. 
Galjlatin,) whose information on this subject was 
unsurpassed, if equalled, by any one on this conti- 
nent. Mr. C. referred to the recent correspondence 
between the Secretary of State and the British Mi- 
nister, in reference to McLeod, and said that the 
language used by Mr. Fox was such as should not 
have been used without instructions from his Go- 
vernment. He understood tha: tke whole corre- 
spondence on the part of that Minister was 
without instructions, and he was not going 
io put himself in a passion on account of 
language used by a Minister under <uch cireum- 
stances. ‘The affair of the Caroline was one of 
much delicacy; and it remains to be ssen whether 
the order by the British authorities to capture the 
vesse! was not intended to be limited to the waters 
over which they had jurisdiction, which might have 
been justifiable, but her capture and destruction 
at Fort Schlosser, on cur own shore, was another 
and a very different matter. He wished this quer- 
tion to rest at present where the Constitution had 
p'aced it, in the hands of the Executive. Should 
it fail to be settled by negotiation, and was breught 
before us for cur action, that course would be 
pursued which was dictated a‘ike by the ho- 
ner and interest of our country. And if col- 
lision should unfortunately ensue, he would not 
be hindmest in the defence of American rights, who, 
befcre that collision comes, is the most ccol, and 
ihe most open to reason. He concluded by ex- 
pressing his op'nion that the idea of the probability 
of a rupture with Great Britaia was entirely un- 
founded. 

Mr. WALKER said, whatever opinions others 
might entertain in regard to this boundary contro- 
versy, there was one in which he kad kored that 
all would concur; and thet was, that if war must 
come, we should have done all in our povver to 
demonstrate, both to friend: and fces, that the right 
of the case was with us,and not with Great Britain. 
Mr. W., said that before any confl-ct arse, he was 
in favor of demonstratizg those rights; not by bold 
assertion or declamaticn; not by unmeaning me- 
nece, in ¢dvance, perhaps, of any real necessity; 
but by the publicatien of imporiast documents, in an 
autbentic form, containing the undeniable proof of 
the justice of ali our claims, as conceded at one 
lime by our opponents. This was adocument that 
ought to be known to every citizea of the Union, 
and Mr. W. was especially desirous that it should 
be in the hands cf a'l his constituents, that when 
(ifeve:) they should be called upon to expend their 
blood and tease in maintaininz the just claims of 
a sister Sate, they might know that those claims 
had been acknewledzed by both paities and both 
houses of the British Pariiament in 1783. Mr. 
W. said he was also desirous that this important 
debate might be published im an official form, in 
which it might reach the people of Canada; for he 
(Mr. W.) knew, frem travelling through Upper 
and Lower Canada last summer, that the authen- 
ticity of thisdebate was denied there throughout 
both Provinces, and that much delusion prevailed, 
which might, in patt, be dissipated by this publica- 
tion. As, however, it was now la‘e, Mr. W. 
would move for the present to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

The resolution was accordingly laid on the table. 

And the Senate adjourned until! Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fr pay, January 8, 1841. 
Mr. EVERETT asked the general consent of 
e House, to introduce the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the Committee on Revolautiona- 
ry Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe. 
diency of continuing, for the term of five year; 
the pensions allowed under the ‘“‘act granting half 
pay and persions to certain widows,” passed July 
7, 1838. 

: Objection being made, 

Mr. EVERETT moved to suspend the rules, 
and thereon called for the yeas and neas. 

After some conversation between Messrs. TA- 
LIAFERO, GALBRAITH, and EVERETT, 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulied— 
yeas 99, nays 53—not two-thirds—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, J W. Allen, Andrews, 
Atherton, Baker, Beirne, Blackw@iJ, Boardman, 
Bond, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brockway, Burke, 
Calhoun, Carr, Chinn, Chittenden, Clifford, Cran. 
ston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Thomas 
Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Garrett Davis, 
Dellet, Earl, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Fornance, Galbraith, “Gentry, Giddings, 
Goode, Granger, Hall, Hand, Henry, Hill of 
Va, Hook, James, C. Johnston, Joseph Johnson, W. 
C. Johnvon, Kempsha!], Lane, Leonard, Linco'n, 
Lowell, McCulloch, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
Monroe, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenier, 
Paynter, Peck, Pope, Prentiss, Randall, Rariden, 
Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, 
Ryall, Saltonstall, Sergeant,; Shaw, Slade, Albert 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, David D. Wagener, Weller, John 
White, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Chris‘o- 
pher H. Williams, and Wintbrop—99. 

NAYS—Me:srs. Banks, Black, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Albert G Brown, Sampson H. Batler, 
Carrol!, Casey, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Cress, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Dckerson, Fisher, 
Floyd, Garland, Green, Griffin, Habensham, 
Hawes, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave John- 
son, John W. Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Francis Mallory, 
Miller, Montanya, Monigomery, Pickens, Samu- 
els, Shepard, Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vancerpoel, 
Warren, Watterson, and Lewis Williams—53. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. POPE gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to cat.nd che pr.visions of an act 
supplementary to an act fur the relief of certain 
surviving officers and s:Idiers of the Revolution, 
approved the 7:h day of June, 1832. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CASEY, frem the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which w-s referred Senate bili, No 23. 
entitled “An act to authorize the inhabitants of 
township eight north, range thirty two west, in the 
State of Arkansas,to enter a section of Jand, in 
lieu of the sixteenth section in said township, upon 
condition that the same is surrendered to the Urited 
S:ates, for military purposes,” made a_ report 
thereon, with a recommendation that it do not 


ass. 
, Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
of Claims, made an unfav. rable report upon the 
petition of the widow of Herbert Lacroix, de- 
ceased; which report was ordered to lic on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further considevation of the petition of Joseph Mc- 
Millen. 

Mr. C. MORRIS, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Mary and Elizabeth Odeli; which was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. M. a'so reported 

A bill for the relief of John E. Wright; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Justice; and 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Euler, accompanied 
by a report in each case; which bills were several- 
ly read a first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

STEAMBOAT DISASTERS. s 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Commit- 
tee on the subject, to whom had been referred the 
petition of John Coates and others, relating to 


steamb 
tion; at 
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steamboat disasters, and the means of their preven- 
tion; and likewise the report and bills submitted at 
the last session by the Select Committee to whom 
the petition of Samuel Raub, jr. relative to his self- 
acting safety valves, was referred, reported that 
they had adopted the report, and the biils submitted 
by the Select Com.uaittee daring the last session, as 
ows: 

7 bill to provide for purchasing the patent for 
Raub’s self-acting safety-valve; ° 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
States toemploy persons to construct apparatus 
with a view toextinguish fires on board steam- 
poats, and to test its utility. 

A bill to amend the act entitled “‘An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of the lives of passen- 

ers on board of vessels propelled in whole or in 
part by steam,” approved July 7, 1838, and for 
other purposes. 

The committee recommended the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bills herewith presented shall 
be considered on the ——, and made the special or- 
der on that and each succeeding day until disposed 
of. 

After some debate of a desultory character the 
blank was filled by inserting “25th day of January 
instant;” and the resolution, as amended, was then 


adopted. 
THE AMISTADN. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill entitled ‘An act to authorize 
the enrolment or register of the schooner Amistad.” 
It was read twice; when 

Mr. CURTIS explained that the Amistad was 
condemned, and afterwards sold by the Marshal, 
under an order of the District Court, for the sal- 
vage. But the individual who purchased the ves- 
sel, after becoming in possession of her, discovered 
that she, haviag been built abroad, could not be en- 
rolled. An act of Congress, therefore, became ne- 
cessary; and he (Mr. C.) hoped the bill would be 
passed forthwith, as she was now waiting to go 
out. 

Mr. PICKENS objected to the passage of the 
bill at this time. A case in relation to the vessel in 
question was now pending in the Supreme Court of 
the United States; and he hoped the bill would not 
be pat on its third reading unul the decision of that 
Court should have been made. 

Mr. CURTIS explained that the passage of the 
bill could in no way affect any proceedings of the 
Saperior Court. The proceedings in the sale ef the 
vessel had been all regular. ‘The vessel was con- 
demned and ordered to be sold under an order of 
the District Court, and was purchased by the pre- 
sent ewner. He (Mr.C.) hoped that no objection 
would be made to the passage of the bill, as it was 
nothing more than an act of justice to the pur- 
chaser. 

Mr. PICKENS still objecting, 

Mr. CURTIS moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of putting the bill on its third read- 

ing; which motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


PRIVATEER PENSION FUND. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL submitted the following, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to communicate to this House what amount 
of money was received by the United States under 
the act of June 26, 1812, and the act of February 
13, 1813, providing that two per cent. of the nett 
amount of prize money arising from captures made 
by the private armed vessels of the United States be 
set apartas a pension fund, as set forth in said acts. 
Also,to report whether the same, or any and what part 
thereof, was invested; and if so, in what stocks or 
seaurities; and at what prices the said investments, 
and also the sales thereof, were made. And also to 
report when the said pension fund became exhaust- 
ed, and how much of the same, or the proceeds 
arising therefrom, was paid to persons other than 
those for whose use the said fund was pledged by 
the said acts, and under and by virtue of subse- 
quent acts. 

JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

Mr. CRABB submitted the following, which was 
agreed to; 
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Resolved, Toat the Commitiee on the Jadiciary 
be instructed to inquire and report whether it be 
legal for justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States to reside out of the limits of the cir- 
cuit court to which they are respectively assigned; 
and, if it be lega', to inquire into the expediency of 


' prohibiting by statute such residence. 


On motion of Mr. WINTHROP, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
the same provision fur the payment of the arrears 
of their salaries to the clerks in the custom-house 
at Boston, which has been already made in behalf 
of the clerks_in the custom-hoxses at New York and 
Philade!phia. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON submitted the fol- 
lowing: 

Reeolved, Taat the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to communicate to this House the proceed- 
ingsof the Naval Courts Martial for the trial of 
Commander Joseph Smoot, and Lieutenants Joseph 
Stallings and J C. Sharpe. 

Mr. KEMBLE proposed to ald the following: 

Also, all copies of the General orders in the 
cases of Lieutenants Sharpe and Stallings; exhibit- 
ing the reasons for confirming the decision of the 
court martial in the one case, and modifying it in 
the other. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- 
tion as modified was then adopted. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to communicate to this House the whole 
amount of public lands belonging to the United 
States, designating the amount in each State and 
Territory; the amount purchased in each year, and 
under each Administration; the amount of payment 
therefor; the amount surveyed, that has been of- 
fered at public sale and not sold; the amount sold 
in each year at public sale, and the amount sold at 
private sale; the amount of cash received in each 
year for lands; the amount of land given to each 
State and Territory, for all and every purpose; 
with the amount of cash paid each State out of the 
sales of public lands within her Territory. 

Objection being made, it was laid over one day, 
under the rule. 

Petitions were presented, on leave, by Messrs. 
GRINNELL, W. C. JOHNSON, PARMENTER, 
DOAN, SA'.TONSTALL, and STRONG. 

[Mr. Srrone presented a petition of inhabitants 
of Senecacounty, New York, praying for the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, the bill entitled 
‘A bill to pay the fourth instalment to the States,” 
was ordered to be printed. 

The bill for the relief of John J. Roane, a clerk 
in the Patent Office, wrs then taken up, the ques- 
tion beirg on its patsage. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. WISE and 
HOPK'NS, as to the merits of the bill, 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Boardman, 
Calhoun, Carr, Chinn, Connor, Craig, Cranston, 
Crary, Garland, Francis Mallory, Marchand, Ma- 
son, Reynolds, Ridgway, Thomas Smith, Talia- 
ferro, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Jndson Allen» 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Black, Black- 
well, Bond, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Samp- 
son H. Butler, Wm. 0. Butler, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carroll, Casey, Chittenden, Clifford, Coles, Crabb, 
Cros:,Cushing, Dana, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doan, Doe, 
Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Evans, 
Evereit, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Gras 
ham, Granger, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Haber- 
sham, Hall, Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Caro- 
lina, Hoffman, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Hont, 
Jackson, James, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Jc- 
seph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, King, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 








McKay, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Morrow, Newhard, Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Rariden, Ray- 
ner, Elward Rogers, Jas. Rogers, Russell, Ryall, 
Salionstall, Samuels, Saaw, Shepard, Slade, Albert 
Smith, John Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steen- 
rod, Sweney, Waddy Toompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
lett, Trumbu!l, Tarney, Underwood, Warren, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Tho- 
mas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Wil- 
hams, Joseph L. Williams, and Winthrop—140. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill forthe relief of Mary Tucker was then 
taken up, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to adjourn. 

Oa this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed; and being ordered, were taken, and resulted as 
follows: Yeas 19—nays 116 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The Houce then resolved itself into a Commit 
tee of the Whole (Mr. Briacs io the Chair,) and 
after some 'ime spent therein, reported 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams ani 
Company, and others; and 

The bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard, and 
others; the former without amendment, and on the 
latter asking leave to sit again. 

The House then adjourned. 


os 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, January 9, 1841. 

Mr. LINCOLN on leave, introduced the follow 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish to this House a statement of 
the quantity of the public lands claimed to be par- 
chased by pre-emption, under the several acts of 
Congress granting pre-emption to settlers on the 
public lands, distinguishing those under the act of 
Congress passed the 22d day of June, 1838, enti- 
tled “‘an act granting pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands,” and also under “the ac! 
supp'emental to the act” aforesaid, passed on the 
Ist day of June, 1840. And of the amount of 
money received into the Treasury, from the res- 
pective lands offices in the several land districis ia 
which the public lands are situated. And that he 
also inform the House what number of patent: 
to purchasers of the public lands, who have duly 
and legally made entries of the same, and paid 
the purchase meney therefor, are suspended by 
reason cf the operation of the aforementioned 
acts, and upon what canse, and for what time, such 
patents are to be withheld, and whether, in any 
event, the United States are made liable to refund 
to the persons who are permitted to make such 
entries, the purchase money paid therefor. 

Mr. GIDDING asked leave tosubmit the follow - 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That hereafter the daily hour of meet- 
ing of the House be 11 o’clock, a. m, 

Objection being made the, resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Ways an! 
Means, reported a bill entitled “An act authoriz- 
ing the issue of Treasury notes; waich was rea‘! 
twice, when, 

Mr. STANLY called for the reading of the 
bill. 

It was then read as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assem'ied, That the President of the United State: 
is hereby authorized to cause Trea‘ury notes to be 
issued for such sum or sums, at the exigencies 0! 
the Government may require; but not exceeding 
the sum of five millions of dollars, of this emission 
outstanding at any one time—to be reimbursed in the 
last quarter of the year, if th: condition of the 
Treasury will permit it—and to be issued under 
the limitations and other provisions contained in 
the act entitled “‘An act to anthorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Oc- 
tober, 1837; and as modified by an act entitled 
“An act additional to the act on the subject of Trea- 
sury notes,” approved the 3lst day of March, 1840, 
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except that this law shall expire in one year from 
andafter ite pasage. 

The bill wasthen referred toa Commitiee ef 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying documents, orcered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W. 0. BUTLER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the benefit of 
Littlejohn Wilkios, John Lynch, William P, Ford, 
and Alexander H. Patrick; which was read a first 
and second time, and commit'ed to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. EDWARDS, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Ran- 
dolph Carter; which was read a first and second 
tume, and committed. 

Mr. STANLY, from the Committee on Expen- 
ditures on the Pablic Buildings, reported the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures 
on the Public Buildings have power to send for 
persons and papers. 

Resolved, That neitherthe Presi‘ent of the United 
Staies, nor any other officer of the General Govern- 
ment, shalt issue certificates ur due bills, or other 
ee of debt or contract, without authority of 
aw. 


Mr. ADAMS called up for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution, offered by him on the 23d De- 
cember last: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ted to report to this House the names of all the 
postmasters throughout the Union who have been 
removed from office since the 31 day of March 
1829, with the names of the persons appointed in 
their places; underscoring the names of all those 
removed for official delinquency or misdemeanor, 
and specifying the nature thereof, the complaint 
upon which the removal was made, the evidence 
in support of such complaint, and whether the ofli- 
cer removed was made acquainted with the com- 
plaint, confronted with his accuser, or allowed to 
be heard in his defence. 

Mr. HOPKINS submitted the following amend- 
ment: 

1. Resolved, That the power of removing officers 
is vested in the President of the United States. 

2. Resolved, That this power was conferred to 
enable him, the Executive, “io take care that the 
laws are faithfuily execated,” and cannot be exer- 
cised arbitrarily or capriciously, without an abuse 
of power, tyrannical in its operation, corrupting in i's 
tendency, and ccnverting a remedy for unworthi- 
ness end misconduct into a terrible engine of Exe- 
cutive power. 

3. Kesolved, That the patronage of the Executive 
d:partment has increased to an a'arming extent, 
and ought to be restricted and diminished so far as 
is compatibie with a safe and faithful execution 
of the laws. 

4. Resolved, That it is the right of the representz- 
tives of the people to examire isto all abuses and 
usurpations which may be apprehended to exist in 
any of the Exccutive departments, in order that 
they may te corrected and prevented, if possible, 
by legislation; and in flagrant and wanton cases, 
exposed and punished. 

5 Resolved, That the power of appointment and 
of removal from office, vested in*the Execative, may 
be greztly abused; and its exercise ought, there- 
fore, to be watched and strictly guarded, so as, if 
possible, ‘*io prevent the power and patronage of 
the Executive fiom being brought into conflict with 
the freedom of e'ections,” 

6 Resolved, Toat the representatives of the peo- 
ple have a right to inquire into the causes for which 
any Executive officer has been removed or dis- 
missed from office by the Executive. 

7. Reselved, That, in prosecuting such inquiry, 
the,House of Representatives has a right to call 
for, and have furnished to it, all official documents, 
papers, and letters, relating to the removal of such 
officer, which may be on file among the records of 
any of the Executive Departments. 

8 Resolved, That a Select Committee be ap- 
pointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire and report 
a bill imposing such restrictions upon Executive 
patronage as may be consistent with the foregoing 
resolutions, and compatible with the Constitution 
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of the United States, and so as nore effectually ‘e 
guard against abuse and corruption in the exercise 
— power of removal from, and appointment to, 
office. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, after some brief re- 
marks in relation to the short time now remaining 
of the present session, moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the amendment 
was incongruous with the original proposition. He 
wished to know if the gentleman from Virginia in- 
tence, by his amendment, to crush the resolution. 
He (Mr. A.) did not believe the amendment was 
in order. 

Mr. HOPKINS disavowed any intenticn to 
crash the resolution by his amendment. The 
amendment was intended to act prospectively, and 
to prevent the occurrence of such alleged abuses in 
fature. 

After some further remarks from Mr. ADAMS, 
in which he made his objection a p: iat of order, 
and which took precedence of the motion to lay on 
the table, 

The SPEAKER decided that the amendment 
was in order. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from that decision. 

Mr. BANKS, believing that no good was likely 
to arise from discussion, whether the amendment 
was in order or not, moved to Jay the appeal on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS, on this motion, demanded ths 
yeas and nays, which being ordered, were taken, 
and resulted as follows: yeas 95, neas 80, 

So the appeal was laid en the table. 

The qvestion then recurring on the motion to lay 
the whole subject on the table, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and taken as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackweli, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, Wi'l am O. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, 
Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Ear!, Exstman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Fioyd, Fernance, Galbraith, Hand, John Hast- 
ings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hock, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jamesop, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Jchnson, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Lowel), Lu- 
cas, McClellan, McCalloch, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Medil!, Miller, Montanya, Mon'gomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Rya!!, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather. Steenrod, Strong, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Turney, Vanderpoe', David 
D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Henry Williams—84. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calhoun, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 


Cranston, Creckeit, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Da- | 


vies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dederry, Dellet, Doe, 
Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goegin, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, 
Hawes, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Holmes, 


Hopkins, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, | 


King, Lane, Lincoln, Francis Ma!lory, Marvin, 
Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Mor- 
row, Nisbet, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Randa!l, 
Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, S .rgeant, She- 
paid, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sumter, Ta- 
liaferro, Waddy Thompson, Jzcob Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tolend, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Warren, John White, Thomas W. 
Wiljamy, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, asd Wise— 
92 


So the House refused to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Hopkins, the latter said he would have no ot- 
jection to vote for the reso!ution, provided the gen- 
tleman from Massachhcetis would incorporate the 
amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS declined, on the grownd of the 
amendment being of an entirely different nature to 
the resolution; tke latter complaining of no abures, 
but merely calliog for facts, while the former involy- 
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ed a set of principles in relation to the exercise of 
Executive power, etc. 

The morning hour having now expired, the 
amendment was ordered to be printed, when the 
House proceeded to the orders of the day, being 
the consideration of private bills. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury ot 
the United States inform this House what six Jand 
districts have been discontinued ander the act of 
June 12, 1840, and when they were respectively 
dscoxtinued: also, what salaries or other emoly- 
ments were paid the officers of such districts be- 
tween the 12ih of June aforesaid and the disconti- 
nuance of such districts—specifying the sums paid 
to each individual. And that the Secretary also 
report the amount of revenue that was paid to 
each receiver of sach districts between the time of 
their discontinuance and the said 12th day of June, 


1840. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Tucker, of Ar- 
kansas, which was on yesterday ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams and 
Company, and others, reported yest:rday by the 
Committee of the Whole, was next taken up; and 
after some debate, in which Messrs. SALTON- 
STALL, DAWSON, WINTHROP, HOLMES, 
C. JOHNSON, W. THOMPSON, HABER. 
SHAM, and EVANS participated, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was Isid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the House re- 
solved itself intoa Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Briaes in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Nathaniel Goddard and others, owners of the 

hip Ariadne and her cargo. 

After some debate thereon, the commiitee rose, 
reported prozress, and asked leave to sit again. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, January 11, 1841. 

The transaction of the morning business occu 
pied the Senate until near the hourofl,p.m. ~ 

Various petitions and memorials were presented 
by Messrs. TALLMADGE, BUCHANAN, WEB- 
STER, WALL, WHITE, PORTER, SEVIER, 
and STURGEON. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the eredentials of 
Mr. Nicnotson, the newly appointed Senator from 
Tennessee, to supply the vacancy occasioned by 
the decease of the late Feiix Grounpy. Mr. 
NICHOLSON appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

Sundry bills were then introduced and read the 
first time. By Mr. WALL, for the relief of L‘eut. 
John E. Bispham. After a short explanation by 
Mr. Watt, the bill was read the third time, and 
passed. 

On leave, two several bills were introduced by 
Mr. SEVIER, and Jaid upon the table. 

Mr. CLAY presented the certificate of the au- 
thorities of the State of Kentucky of the re-election 
cf Joun J. Critrenven to a seat in the Senate; 
which was read, and placed on file. 

Mr. GRAHAM asked and obtaine?! leave to in- 
troduce a bill to abolish the port of delivery in the 
office of the surveyor of the customs at Currituck, 
North Carolina. 

Mr. LINN submitted a resolation, which was 
adopted, giving certain instructions to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Several reports of little magnitude, adverse to the 
allowance of certain private claims, were taken up, 
and agreed to. ‘ 

The bill for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The unfinished business of Friday, the 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

This bill bein egain in order, 

The PRESIDENT stated the question to be on 
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the motion of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
CritTENDEN] to recommit the bill with instruc- 


— CRITTENDEN said, when he offered his 
motion, he did not intend to delay the bill, and he 
would now leave gentlemen to dispose of it as they 
ought proper. 
= SENTON looked upon the proposition of 
the Senator from Kentucky, if adopted, as going 
to destroy the bill—not directly, but by loading it 
dewn with incongruous matter. There was a lati- 
tude usually allowed to Senatorsin their amendmen's 
of measures brought before them, and when it was 
desired to destroy the whole bill, it was customary 
iomove tostrike out all but the enacting clause, 


and to substitute other matter instead; but to in- 


clude in a bill incongruous matter that was entirely 
foreign te its object, whatever might be the object 
of the mover, was direcily to defeat the measure. 


He knew it was also a fair and parliamentary | 


practice, where Senators approved of part of a bill, 


and disapproved of other paris, to move to strike | 
out the objectionable matter; but what wasthe pro- | 


position then made? There was a bill to grant pre- 
emptions, which they had done for forty years under 
this Gsvernment—a question which was notonly 
free from coastiiutional difficulties, but one, the bene- 
fits of which had been tested by experience—and 
for the first time, a gentleman who was hostile to 
the bill, offers a proposition to amend, not by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, for that 
would be parliamentary, but to amend by adding 
to ita scheme for the distribution of the public 
land revenue! Couldany thing be more incopg'u- 
ous than this? The distribution of the land reve- 
nue brought up a question of the gravest kind—it 


involved a constitutional question of great impor- | 


tance—it would originate the inquiry whether the 
land revenue was not as much the revenue of the 


Government, when it came into the Treasury, as | 
every dollar paid by the merchant on the impoita- | 


tion of his goods; and then came up the considera- 
tion of the distribution of the revenue of the coun- 
try at all; and that, if they had the right, whether it 
would be expedient to do it at any time, especially 
at the presenttime. Then would follow the whole 
question of their financial system, the income and 
toe expen litnres of the Government, ard the inqui- 
ry whether it was possible for the Government to 
get along with the current payments without 
the land revenue; and then, if the Government 
could not get along without the land revenue, how 
was the deficiency to be supplied—whe:her by 
loans or taxes? Here, then, were questions of the 
grea‘est moment; scme of them believed to be un- 
constitutional, and others mischievous, and all in- 
volving a vast mass of expenditure, which would 
bear heavily on the country. Now he repeated 


that it was contrary to all legislation—contrary to | 


all customary rule of proceeding, thus to bring in 
a foreign and overpowering and overshadowing 
subject at such a time to sink and destroy an ordi- 
nary measure of legislation, as it passed along. 
He held that this ought not to be the mode in 
which an enemy of the bill should attack it; the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CritrenDEN] was 
the enemy of the pre-emption bil’; and let him then 
attack it fairly—let him attack it in the front—let 
him give his reasons against it; but let him not, by 
this side movement, bury it under incongruous 
matter—let him not destroy it by a side blow, as 
the measure was passing along. Such a proposi- 
tion as that by the Senator from Kentucky does 
not belong to the legislation of the Senate—it does 
not belong to the legislation of any body, and he 
(Mr. Benton) denounced it as contrary to all fair 
legislation, wherever legislation was known. 


This distribution policy commenced some years 
ago, and he then denounced it; he told them that if 
they commenced a division of the surplus, it would 
be but a little time before they divided that which 
was not the surplus. In cne of bis speeches, 
to which he had not thought it necessary to refer, 
he had told them thatif the States once began to lick 
that blood, they would live on ro other food from 
that time forith—if they began to look to the Fede- 
ral Governmeat for money, they would come in 
and take from that Government the means of ils 
own support; and now had they not proved the 
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truth of his prediction? He had told them then 
that to distribute among the States what was called 
the surplus, which was then placed in the banks, 
would be either to make the deposite banks close 
their vaults, or to ruin their debtors; and he had told 
them, also, that it must be done to the exhaustion 
of the Treasury; but nothing wou'd do, for the 
books called it “surplus.” He told them if they 
took that first step, it would be the first plunge 
downward, from which there was neither retreat nor 
halt; and had they not now a proposition, in four 
short years from the time of bis prediction, to ab- 
stract {rom the current income of the Government 
a sum of four millions of dollars per annum, at a 
moment when the Seeretary of the Treasury show- 
ed them, in his repor', that it was as much as could 
be done to make the annual ouigoings and in- 
comings balance each other—at a time, too, when 
gentlemen on the.other side proclaimed a debt of 
twenty-seven millions of dollars which they in- 
tended to detect at their called sessie:? What, 
then, were to be their feelings? Were they to 
look on and sce the Federal Government strip- 
ped of every shilling of its revenues? Were 
they to see the States, when they found themselves 
in want of money, scize the means of the Federal 
Government, and tell it to take care of ilsel{? Had 
itcome to this? He denounced it as one of the 
most outrageous prepositions that was ever made 
under our torm of Government. Here wasa pro- 


position to withdraw one fourth part of the reve- | 


nue in atime of difficulty, and at a period when 
one party was prociaiming a hidden, a secret debt 
of twenty-seven millions, and the gentleman who 
made the enermous proposition did not te!l them 
what substitute he had to propose. Why did not 
the gentleman go on with his instructions, aad di- 
rect the Finance Committee te borrow four mil- 
lion of dollars, or to issue four millions of Trea- 
sury notes, or to impose four millions of taxes to 


supply the place of the abstracted land revenue? | 


And let him observe, they could not deceive others 
if they deceived themselves. If they deceived 
themselves they could not deceive others when they 
said: “We cannot constitutionally borrow money or 
raise money by taxes, to divide among the States; 
but one thing we can do, we can take the money 
we find in the Treasury, give ii to the States, and 
impose a tax, or borrow, or strike Treasury notes 
to supply the place of that which we give away.” 
And yet this was the proposition of the gentleman 
from Kentucky: qualify it as he pleased, defend 
it or shrink from its defence, as he pleased, it came 
to this: “here is a marked proposition to raise reve- 
nue by loan or tax for distribution among the 
Siates.” In the mind of every candid man it was 
the same as a proposilion to lay a tax for distribu- 
tiom amcng the States in the first instance. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, in his amend- 
ment, proposed 320 acres of land to the pre-emp- 
tioners, as part of the distribution bill. But he 
(Mr. Benton) was not to be caught by titles. Now 
here was a proposition to give 320 acres of land! 
Would the Senator from Kentucky vote for 160? 


No: he would contend that it was too much; but if 


he would not give 160 acres, he would give 320. 
Was it to be supposed that thi: kindness overmuch 
would impose upon any boly?' The friends of the 
bill did not ask 320 acres, because they wouldhave 
expected double the opposi ion from the other side 
of the House; and yet here was a proposition to 
add to the bill as much as to double what its friends 
proposed to give. And from whom did it come? 
From the enemies of the bil!. And for what pur- 
pos? Why, to destroy the bill. And what ther? 
Why, to show to the settlers that they voted for 320 
acres, and that his (Mr. Bexron’s) side of the Houre 
voted against the proposition. He had seen such 
legislation as this before, and he had laid it open 
to the public; and he had not seen a man occupy- 
ing a real “lug cabin” that could be found to be ta- 
ken in byit. No, it took the inhabitants of the 
city “log cabins”—the silk stockings and kid glove 
gentlemen—to be deceived by.it. ‘This pioposition 
would deceive no one that dwelt in a real log ca- 
bin; and he was not surprised that the gentleman 
hesitated to defend his proposition. It was an 
enormous proposition—-it was an unparliamentary 
one—it was a hostile, deadly hostile one, and he 
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(Mr. Benron) had denounced it as such the mo- 
ment it came in, and he should continue to do so; 
and he should meet his constituents and tell them he 
voted against the 320 acre proposition, as part of 
the distribution bill, knowing the irtention of its 
mover was to destioy the 160 acre proposiiion, 
which was then pending. 

Mr. MANGUM spoke at length in opposition to 
the pre emption policy. 

Mr. LINN defended the bill. He said that this 
Government had been settled on the pre-emptive 
system from the beginning; and he wished to keep 
the beginning, the middle, and the end together. In 
allusion to the epithets applied by some geatlemen 
to the settlers, of “land stealers” and “squatters,” 
and of the opinions of others in contradiction of his 
Statement, that a small civil force, and an enforce- 
ment of the laws, would preserve the public land 
from encroachment, he said that it was a scriptural 
injunction to man to possess the earth, and reple- 
nish it; butif it were “land stealing,” this was a 
nation of land stealers from the beginning, for they 
had either st len it or cheated the Indians out of it; 
and therefore the appellation would apply equally 
to their forefathers. That the movement of the 
pecpie would be onward, he again asserted; and he 
denied that the laws were a rufficient safeguard of 
the public lands. Jurors could not be found to 
convict in such cases, which were uniformly decided 
against the Government, at an expense of many 
tbousand dollars. Would they, then, send an army 
to destroy the “squatters? If he had an enemy in 
the world, (and he believed he had not many,) he 
would wish him no greater infliction than the scor- 
pion stinginzs of consciexce, with ¥ hich the execution 
of sucha commission would be succeeded. It was 
not unusual by legislation, to heal breaches in the 
Charters were sometimes violated, and legis- 
lation was resored to to heal the breach. Here, 
then, was a breach of the law by the settlers, and 
they were asked to pass this bill, to heal that 
breach. 

Mr, CALHOUN wished to move an amendment 
to the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky. 
He hoped now the debate would take the widest 
range, and embrace all the subjects in connection 
withthe greatland question. He desired to state 
his views thereon, and he should occupy the Senate 
perhaps an hour. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama interposed, and re- 
quested the Senator from South Carolina to put his 
amendment into shape, so that it ceuld be printed, 
and to give way for a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. CALHOLN assented, and his amendment 
was ordered to be printed. Its object was to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and to substitute 
his ‘‘bill to cede the public lands to the States in 
which they lie, on certain conditions.” 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 11, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business 
in order was the consideration of the report of te 
Committee of Elections relative to the 

PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION CASE, 
between Messrs. Inczrsot, and Naytor. 

Mr. NAYLOR being entitled to the floor, pro- 
seeded to reply to the remarks of Mr. Inagrrsou.. 
Afier speaking for two hours and a half, h: gave 
way 'o ’ 

Mr. SERGEANT, who moved that the House 
do adjourn. 

At the request of Mr. J. W. JONES, the motion 
was Withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, by general consent, reported from 
the Committee of Ways and Means a bill entitled 
An act making appropriations for the civil and di- 
piematic expenses of Government for the year 
1841; which was read twice, 1e‘erred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, end or- 
dered to be printed. : 

Tae House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Torspay, January 12, 13841. 
The business of the morning opened in the pre- 
sentation of petitions by Messrs. NORVELL, 
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PIERCE, WALL, FULTON, HUBBARD, and 
BENTON. 

Sundry bills were introduced by Mesrs. RUG- 
GLES, SEVIER, CLAY of Alabama, PHELPS, 
YOUNG, &r. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill for the continu- 
ance of the Cumberland road through the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, which, on motion, was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. TAPPAN made a few remarks in reference 
to the improper practice which had prevailed in the 
Senate in reference to private claims, to remedy 
which in fature, he moved an amendment of the 
joint rales. The amendment was ordered to be 
printed. 

THE GENERAL ORDERS were then taken 
up, when the following bills were passed, and or- 
dered engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of John E. Bispham was 
read the third time and pasted. 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Jos. 
Thompson, sr. deceased, to a tract of land in Mis- 
souri, was ordered engrossed, and read the third 
time. 

The following bills were similarly disposed of: 

For the relief of Joseph Bogy. 

For the relief of Thomas B. Copes. 

Confirming to George Tucker, his heirs or as- 
signs, a certain tract of land in Alabama. 

To authorize the Legislature of the State of Ar- 
kansas to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for 
the use of schools in that State. 

For the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebenezer 
Childs, and L. nus Thompson. 





To perfect the titles to lands south of the Arkan- | 


as river, held under New Madrid locations and 
pre-emption rights under the act of 1814. 

For the relief of Daniel Steinrod. 

“or the relief of James M. Morgan. 

For the relief of Francis Gehon. 

For the relief of James H. Relfe. 

For the relief of Jubal B. Hancock. 

In addition to an act to promote the progress of 
the useful arte. 

For the relief of Charles M. Keller and Henry 
Stone. 

For the relief of John C, Reynolds. 

For the relief of Thomas Haskins and Ralph 
Haskins. 

A message was received from the Presilent of 
the United Srater, 

When the special order, the 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW, 
was aga'n under consideration. 

Mr. CALHOUN having the floor, proceeded, in 
that usually lucid, clear, forcible, and statesmanlike 
manner with which he meets all questions of such 
grave public import, to present his views upon the 
subject uncer diseussion. He took a rapid glance 
at the present condition of the country, lis past le- 
gisiation upon the subject of the publc lands, the 
little hitherto effected by that legislation, and the 
necesssity that now demanded of Congress the 
speedy, the final, and the proper and appropriate 
settlement of this great national subject, so as to 
meet the interests and the wants of the country. 
He met the unsonad and fallacious objections of 
the opponentsof the bill, by peinting to the present 
actual situation and condition of the land revenue 
of the Union, and gave a condensed statistical re- 
ference to the prominent fac's which the public re- 
cords so fully exhibited, and which should be cor- 
rectly understood by that body, and by the people, 
that a barrier might be erected to prevent the dan- 
ger which threatened the nation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied to Mr. Catnoun, 
and eccupied the Senate for about two hours. 
He referred to the extraordinary course pursued to- 
wards him by the gentleman (rom Missouri, (Mr. 
Benton } and by the gentleman from Sou h Caro- 
line, (Mr. Catnoun,] the former having considered 
his proposition as most extraordinary and enormous; 
and the other as idle, ridiculeus, and foolish. 

Mr. C. took a general view of the whole sub- 
ject of the preemption bill, and defeaded with 
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der discussion, and particularly to the attempted 
defenee of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
CritrenvEN.] His arguments were all enforced 
with his known ability,and his usual bold and com- 
manding eloquence. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rejoined, and 

Mr. BENTON again replied, and thedebate was 
continued between them until the hour of adjourn- 
ment. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Toxspay, January 12, 1841. 

The first business in order was the consideration 
of the report of the Committee of Elections relative 
to the 
PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION 

CASE 
between Messrs. Naytor and INGERSOLL. 

Mr. NAYLOR being entitled to the floor, was 
about to resume his remarks, when 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented the petition 
of two stone cutters, lately employed on the public 
buildings, complaining of their exclusion from 
work thereon, and protesting ‘‘against a system of 
favoritism which at present operates so much to 
their detriment;” which petition was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings. . 

Mr. GREEN asked leave to submita resolution 
directing the Committee on Ways and Means to 
consider the expediency of reporting a bill imposing 
a tariff en wines, spirits, and other luxuries, for 
the purpose of meeting demands upon the Govern- 
ment. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the Spraxer of this House be re- 
quested to issue a subpana duces tecum to Samuel 
Hart, esq. prothonotary of the court of common 
p'eas for the city and county of Philadelphia, di- 
recting thesaid Samnel Hart, esq. to appear per- 
sonally,or by deputy, before this House, at one 
o'clock, p. m. on Friday, the 15th instant, with the 
election returns and other papers on file in his of- 
fice, relating to the Congressional election in the 
Third Congressional district in the State of Penn- 
sylvania in 1838, there to beexamined in evidence 
in the czse of contested election now pending be- 
tween C. J. Incersort and Cuates Naytor, from 
the said Congressional district. 

Objection being made, it was not rsceived. 

Mr. NAYLOR here observed, that if it should 
be the p'easure of the House, he would have no 
objection to waive a continuation of his remarks 
uatil the expiration of the morning hour. 

And such being the understanding, 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to which had been referred the Senate bill 
amendatory of the act abolishing imprisonment for 
debt in ceriain cases, reported the same without 
amesdment, as follows: 

Beit enacted, &c. That the act entitled “An act to 
abolish imprisonment for debt in certain cases,” 
approved February 28, 1839, shall be so construed 
as to adolish imprisonment for debt on precess is- 
suing out of any court of the United States, in all 
cases whatever where, by the laws of any State, 
imprisonment for debt has been, or shall hereafter 
be, abolished. 

Mr. S. after some explanatory remarks, show:ng 
the neces:i'y of the amendment to the original act, 
whereby its application would extend to non-resi- 
dents of the State of New York, hoped the bill 
would be passed forthwith. 


Mr. ADAMS urged some constitutional objec- 
tions to the bill in its present form. He did not 
know what laws the States micht hereafter adopt, 
by which, whatever they might be, Congress would 
be bound to abide. He therefore moved to amend, 
by striking out the words, “‘or shall be h*reafter.” 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. MON- 
ROE, THOMPSON, and FILLMORE, 

Mr. HUBBARD said, when it should be in order, 





Apams, the discussion was further continued by 
Messrs. BARNARD, FILLMORE, VANDER. 
POEL, and POPE, involving split-hair distinctions 
in matters of law; when 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to recommit the bill 
with the following instructions: 

“To report a bill to abolish imprisonment for 
debt under process issuing from the courts of the 
United States in all cases except where the judg. 
ment shall be against an officer of the United 
States for a defalcation in his o“ice.” 

After some further explanation from Mr. SER. 
GEANT in relation to the peculiar powers of the 
judiciary of the United States, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous ques. 
tion, which was seconded by the House, thereby 
cniting off the motion to recommit, and bring the 
House to a direct vote on the amendment of Mr, 
Apams. 

The main question on the amendment was then 
ordered, and taken by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Banks, Baker, Boardman, Calhoun, Casey, 
Garret Davis, Dromgoole, Everett, Fillmore, Gal- 
braith, Gates, Habersham, Hopkins, Charles John. 
ston, Kemble, McKay, Marvin, Osborne, Par. 
menter, Peck, Randall, Reed, Saltonstall, Truman 
Smith, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Thomas W. 
Williams, and Lewis Williams—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Barnard, Beatty, 
Bond, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clifford, Connor, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Dana, Edward Davies, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, 
Deilet, Doan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Garland, Geniry, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Goole, Granger, Green, Griffin, Hall, Hand, 
Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hoffman, Hook, Hunt, James, Jameson, 
Jenifer, Joseph Jchnson, John W. Jones, Kemp- 
shall, Kille, King, Lane, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCulloch, 
F. Mallory, Marchand, Mason, Medill, Monroe, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. W, 
Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Palen, Parris, Pope, Rari- 
den, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Samuels, 
Sergeant, Simonton, S'ade, Albert Smith, Stanly, 
Starkweather, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Tay- 
lor, Jacob Thompson, Jchn B. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Vanderpoel, David D. 
Wagener, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Winthrop, and Wise—110. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the 
Jud ciary, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, the following Senate bills, viz: 

An act to prevent the counterfeiting of any fo- 
reign copper, gold, silver, or other cuin, and to pre- 
vent the bringing into the United Staies, or uttering 
any counterfe:t foreign copper, gold, silver, or 
other coin; 

An act to confirm to the State of Indiana the 
land selected by her for that portion of the Wabh:h 
and Erie canal, which lies between the mouth of 
the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for 
other purposes; and 

An act to amend an actentitled ‘An act more 
effcctually to provide for the punishment of cer- 
tain crimes against the United States, and for other 
purposes;” 
which bills were severally read, and referred toa 
Committee of the whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary were discharged from the con- 
sideration of the following Senate bills, viz: 

An act in addition to an act for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay; 

An act for the relief of John Moore; and 

An act for the relief of Clements, Bryan, and 
Company; 
which bills were transferred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


: mvch ingenu ty and skill his pioposed substitute || he would offer a further amendment, so as to com- Also, from the further consideration of an act 

} and amen‘ment. pel every man to make a surrender of his property || for the relief of John Carter; which was transferred 
Mr. BENTON again adverted to the argu- || before his release. to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

: ments adduced by the enemies of the measure un- The question being on the amendment of Mr. Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the 

.* 
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